Minutes of the 3/15/06 Valley College Curriculum Committee 
Members present: Sheri Berger (Chair), Pat Calder, Jackie Hams, Librada Hernandez, Janice Hollis, John Maddox, Anita Martinez, LaVergne Rosow, Diedra Stark, Rebecca Stein, Ron Reis, Carlie Tronto
Guests: Richard Holdrege, Fay Dea
Meeting Called to Order at: 1:02PM

I.
MSP (Calder/Rosow) Approval of Minutes 3/1/2006 meeting

II.
New Action Items


A  
MSP (Rosow/Calder) New Course – Media Arts 130
            B.  
MSP (Calder/Rosow) One-way corequisite language.

C.
MSP (Rosow/Stark) Post Program/Major Discontinuance Form on the web.
III.
Discussion Items
A.
 Study Away Committee Update (S. Berger) Committee would like all information to come through the regular established committee structure.
B.
Draft of College Vision-Mission-Goals Statements (S. Berger) Please submit all 


comments & suggestions by March 22.
C.
 Prerequisite Issues 
1.
MSP (Calder/Rosow)

All prerequisite statements in the catalog and schedule should be uniformly written.  For example, English 101 with a grade of C or better.
2.
MSP (Stein/Rosow) To refer to the prerequisite issues to the Academic Standards Committee for review and recommendations.


Fay Dea raised the following issues:


*  Clarify the difference between prerequisite clearance (clearance to get into a course by any means), prerequisite credit (obtaining course credit or equivalency for the prerequisite course), and prerequisite challenge (a process when a student believes they have the prerequisite skills for a course).

*  Clarify the role of the staff at the Prerequisite window – in particular, is it their role to determine if a course satisfies a prerequisite.


*  Clarify language to reduce student misconception that when they are cleared for a prerequisite that does not imply they have automatically earned course credit for the perquisite course.


*  Should students who are challenging a course be referred to the chair of the target course (current practice) or the chair of the prerequisite course?


*  Before a student is referred to the chair of the target course, it seems that currently students are bypassing the step of having someone (a counselor or dept chair) determine is they have course equivalency for the prerequisite course.


*  When a chair allows students into a target course, the DEC system then allows the student to enroll in any other course that has that same prerequisite.


*  Program requirements for admission to nursing – how quarter units are equivalent to semester units.  

*  Students slipping through the cracks of the prerequisite checking process – for example, a student is enrolled in Math 115 is allowed to enroll in Math 125.  The Math 115 grade finally comes in and the student did not pass, but now they are enrolled in Math 125 and have not dropped.


*  Students enrolling in a lecture and lab that are corequisites, once the semester begins, the student drops the lecture but remains in the lab.

3.
It was agreed that any curriculum materials that cannot be circulated electronically will be circulated to all members in hard copy form.
Adjourned 2:20PM

Respectfully Submitted by: Erline Ewing

