FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION FOR STUDY AWAY

Teaching in the Study Away Program

As a faculty member in the Study Away Program, you will be privileged to share your knowledge with students in a location generally outside of the United States that will enhance the subjects you teach.  This carries great joy but also great responsibility.  

1.
When do Study Away Program courses take place?

Study Away (SA) courses take place during the winter or summer sessions.  Currently, we are not able to offer SA courses during the Fall or Spring semesters. 

2.
How long is a Study Away course?

In general, a study away course is from 2 – 6 weeks.

3.
What are my teaching responsibilities while away?

You must meet all requirements of the course as taught on campus in addition to including local opportunities to enhance student learning.  You must attend all field trip experiences which are listed as part of the program and contribute to maintaining a healthy psychological and pedagogical atmosphere within the group.

4.
What are my responsibilities before leaving?

In one word: RECRUIT!  The faculty drives the marketing, promotion, and enrollment for the class.  Annie G. Reed, Associate Dean of Extension and Outreach, will be available to assist you with marketing and working with the vendor.  You will also need to participate in the pre-departure orientation.
5.  
Am I on my own to plan the course?
No.  The vendor you select and the Study Away Subcommittee will help you plan.  All SA courses must go through a vendor.  A vendor is a company that sells packaged study away educational programs.  For more information, see the Vendor Checklist available online.

6.
Do I have to pay for anything?
That depends on the vendor you select.  Each vendor will require a specific number of student participants for the faculty member to have his/her travel and lodging expenses paid.
7.

How do I get paid?

You will receive your compensation as you would if you were to teach your course(s) here during the same session.  

8.
Can I team teach a Study Away course, or can more than one teacher participate in the SA course and be assigned to teach different sections?

Yes.  However, depending on enrollment, some vendors pay all of the expenses for one teacher and little or none for a second teacher. 

9. 

Who approves my application to teach a Study Away course?
You must obtain approval from the Curriculum Committee and IPC, who make recommendations to the Academic Senate.  Final approval is up to the President.  The Board of Trustees must approve all Study Away courses and vendor contracts.

10.
How long is the planning process for a Study Away course?
It generally takes 18 months to plan, apply, and get approved for a course.  So, what are you waiting for?  Start planning!

11.
Is financial aid available to students for Study Away courses?

No.  Students may use their Fall/Spring financial aid award during the summer or winter if they have not used it all during the regular semesters.  In general, students should seek the advice of a financial counselor.

12.
Are there professors on campus that I can talk to about their prior experiences?

Yes.  For contact names, see Annie G. Reed, Associate Dean of Extension & Outreach (email: goldmaa@lavc.edu).

13.
What do I get for all of the above?


Your teaching salary and an unforgettable experience!

14. 

I want to apply, where do I begin?
Start by submitting an application which can be found on the Curriculum Committee webpage (http://www.lavc.edu/vccc/).

