Resources for Teaching Critical Thinking

A critical thinker:

1. Is open-minded and mindful of alternatives
2. Tries to be well-informed
3. Judges the credibility of sources
4. Identifies conclusions, reasons, and assumptions
5. Judges the quality of arguments, including the acceptability of reasons, assumptions, evidence
6. Can develop and defend a reasonable position
7. Asks appropriate clarifying questions
8. Formulates plausible hypotheses; plans experiments well
9. Defines terms appropriately for the context
10. Draws conclusions when warranted but with caution
11. Integrates all of the above when deciding what to believe or do              (by Robert H. Ennis)
More articles at: http://www.criticalthinking.com/company/articles.jsp?code=p 

The Critical Thinking Community – resources for faculty

http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/higher-education-instruction/615 
Teaching Tips – scroll down to Critical Thinking section

http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/intranet/committees/FacDevCom/guidebk/teachtip/teachtip.htm 

How can you make these skills part of your teaching?
Refer students to our LAVC library website -- http://lavc.edu/library.html 

On evaluating information http://www.lavc.edu/Library/research_guides.htm 

For electronic resources: http://www.lavc.cc.ca.us/Library/library.html
Analyze Ted Talks http://www.ted.com/talks  

Use brain teasers every day: http://sharpbrains.com 
Use presentations found at http://slideshare.net
Use exercises and puzzles: http://philosophy.hku.hk/think/
Classroom activities:

Have students engage in debate on social issues 

Opposing Viewpoints [series in the library] 

Issues and Controversies: http://www.lavc.edu/Library/electronicinfo.htm 

Responsibility Project: http://responsibilityproject.com 

Resources for evaluating the credibility of sources:
http://library.riohondo.edu/Info_Comp/WhatIsInfoComp.htm -- information competency site
http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/library/info_lit/library -- online tutorials

http://ext.sac.edu/academic_progs/library/informationcompetency -- online tutorials

http://www.csub.edu/~jross/projects/infocomp -- information competency project 
