SLO Steering Committee

Minutes 5-20-09 Meeting

Members present:  Rebecca Stein, David Green, Michelle Fowles, Deborah Kaye, Carole Yee, Rafael Arias, Scott Weigand, Glenn Carlos, Barbara Schneider
Members absent: Raul Gonzalez, Ron Reis, Tiffany Lanoix, Bruce Thomas
SLO Report to College Council

The planning grid report to College Council was reviewed.  We’ve made great progress in the writing of SLOs but will fall short of our goal of completion by the end of the semester.  The focus now shifts to making sure that assessment begins and is ongoing.

GE Assessment Tools

A series of questions that indirectly measure achievement of the GE outcomes were reviewed for inclusion in both the District Student Survey and in program review surveys.  Questions for global awareness and social responsibility and personal development still need to be developed.  Michelle is working with the District researchers group and Rebecca with the District SLO coordinators to get these included in the District survey.

In addition, students at graduation will be handed an open-ended question (“Everything I needed to know I learned at Valley College…”) as an indirect assessment.
Submissions

Submissions from ASU and the VP of Student Services Office were reviewed and approved.

Planning for Summer
The joint CTE program assessment pilot will take place.  Former students will be surveyed about employment, satisfaction with the programs, etc.  If this is successful, a similar survey for transfer programs will be done next summer.

The campus will be piloting e-folios.  Scott, Michelle and Rebecca will work with Jim Marteney and Michael Cooperman to make SLO assessment a part of this pilot.

Several new faculty members have been hired.  Rebecca will work with Professional Development to ensure that SLO training is part of the new faculty orientation process.

Rebecca will also work with Deans and Department Chairs over the summer on completing SLO writing and beginning assessment.
Planning for Fall
Opening Day for Fall is concentrating on planning and will begin the new annual plans for departments/units.  A part of the annual plan is SLO assessment reporting.  An alignment grid (of course and program SLOs and course and GE SLOs) will also be included in program review.  Work continues to develop or purchase an electronic system for planning, program review and SLOs.
For our September SLO Newsletter Scott will write a follow-up on the Writing Center assessment (the effectiveness of changes implemented following their assessment); Rebecca will write about the indirect GE assessment conducted at graduation and the joint CTE program assessment; math will be asked to write about their assessment.
Next year is the Reasoning Skills Theme Year.  Rebecca has already spoken with David May about the library doing information competency workshop and will work with Deborah, Scott and the STARS committee on other efforts.

We need to move forward in the fall with direct assessments of GE outcomes.  Rebecca will continue to research options and will present them at the first fall SLO meeting.

Rebecca will work on developing a student-focused SLO website to supplement the existing faculty/staff-focused website and will work with the ASU to build student awareness of SLOs.
