SLO Steering Committee

Minutes 4-15-09 Meeting

Members present:  Rebecca Stein, Michelle Fowles, Rafael Arias, Ron Reis, Scott Weigand, Glenn Carlos

Members absent: David Green, Raul Gonzalez, Deborah Kaye, Tiffany Lanoix, Carole Yee, Bruce Thomas, Barbara Schneider,

Follow-up Items
ACCJC Annual Report – The annual report arrived in print form and has been reduced to only seven questions that are part of the overall annual report.  It is due in late June, so the numbers will include anything done by the end of the semester.

Upcoming Online Assessment Report – Janet Fulks said that they hope to launch the course this summer.

TAP Addendum – The additional SLO question in the draft form was removed from the final version, as we requested.

SLO Coordinators White Paper – The Coordinators are still working on the final version, but it should be done by the end of the semester.

 LACCD WASC Statements – Rebecca spoke with both Sue Carleo and Gary Colombo about the comparison statements the LACCD made about the number of schools on WASC warning/probation.  The statement was not something official put out by the LACCD and there is ongoing discussion about the issue.

Upcoming Report and Plan to College Council

SLOs are on the College Council agenda for June for an update and future plans.  It was agreed that we are continuing with our plan – all disciplines completing an assessment this semester and then coming up with a 5-year (or less) plan to complete the rest.

Student Survey as GE Assessment Tool
Michelle Fowles reported that the District will be conducting the Student Survey in the Fall.  One of the questions asks students if they think the college improved various skills, some of which are already included in our GE outcomes (e.g., critical thinking).  We agreed to discuss by email other questions we could include so that all of our GE outcomes are indirectly assessed in this survey.

ACCJC Clarification on SLOs on Syllabus/COR

The recent ACCJC newsletter spelled out that SLOs need to be stated in the following locations:

· On every course syllabus (and that all sections of a course share a single set of outcomes)

· In the course outline of record (COR)
· In the catalog

The first is clearly spelled out in the standards and we have always followed it.  Our SLOs are in an addendum to the COR, so we should be fine on that one.

We currently list only the GE outcomes in the catalog, where the ACCJC newsletter says that all program SLOS and a link to where course SLOs can be found should be included.  This would greatly add to the length of the current catalog.  The State Academic Senate is very concerned about this development and the committee agreed to wait to hear what comes out of the Spring Plenary Session before discussing the issue further.
May 15th Assessment Workshop

The committee had previously decided not to encourage participation in the workshop.  Deborah Kaye had sent an email saying that he was having trouble getting other participants and wanted to know if we would reconsider our position.  After further discussion, we decided that our original reasons still held.  

SLO Coordinator Position

A meeting was held by a Senate Taskforce to discuss faculty reassigned time.  At that meeting, no additional time for SLOs was agreed on, but the need for additional time for IPC, as a program review coordinator, was.  If approved by the president, this should help the program review effort, and by extension, help with SLOs.

