SLO Steering Committee

Minutes 11-19-08 Meeting

Members present:  Rebecca Stein, David Green, Carole Yee, Bruce Thomas, Rafael Arias, Ron Reis, Scott Weigand, Barbara Schneider

Members absent: Raul Gonzalez, Deborah Kaye, Glenn Carlos, Tiffany Lanoix

Semester Updates

We currently have about 79% of our course SLOs written.  What remains is odds and ends from several departments and the three remaining departments who have yet to write any (Chemistry/Physics, Men’s PE, and Photography/Journalism).  We need to focus on these three departments in the spring to achieve our goal of having all course SLOs written by June 2009.  We will also need to look at the number of Program SLOs yet to be written.
Two successful rubric workshops were held this semester along with a few trainings fro individual departments.  We want all disciplines to begin assessment in the spring semester.

GE Assessment Models
Other colleges seem to use one or more of the following approaches:

1) have instructors assess through their courses (this works best with software such as eLumen)

2) a committee asks instructors to submit examples of student work

3) a committee reviews student eportfolios

4) a committee reviews instructor eportfolios

More research is needed on this issue, including sampling issues with #2 and the implementation plan for eportfolios at Valley.

Directed Study Assessment Rubric

For disciplines adopting the shared directed study SLO, a rubric was developed for assessment.  The committee approved the rubric and it will be presented to Department Council in December.

Educational Master Plan Implementation

As part of the implementation of the EMP, committees are being assigned specific strategies and are being asked to come up with planned activities and outcome measures.  The two strategies assigned to the SLO committee are:
1. Emphasize Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) as a tool for improving teaching and learning; Develop SLOs for all courses and programs and complete assessment of the majority of SLOs prior to the next accreditation process (1)

2. Include an emphasis on critical thinking in all curricula (2)
Planned activities and outcomes were approved for these strategies and will be sent to the EMP committee.
New Dean of Research and Planning

Although it has yet to be announced who will be filling the position, the new Dean of Research and Planning is expected to begin in early December.  That person will be a member of the SLO committee and we will revisit the role of this position in the SLO process during the spring semester.

December Meeting

Our last meeting for the semester will be on Wednesday, December 17 at 1 pm in AH&S 310.  There will probably be several submissions on the agenda, which will be circulated by email ahead of time.

