SLO Steering Committee

Minutes 2-20-08 Meeting

Members present:  Scott Weigand, Ron Reis, Tiffany Lanoix, Cherine Trombley, Carole Yee, Deborah Kaye, Bruce Thomas, Rebecca Stein

SLO Activities for Spring

The SLO calendar for the Spring 08 semester was reviewed.  Activities include the GE Assessment Seminar for critical thinking, planning for next year’s theme year, a foreign languages SLO presentation, the SLO newsletter, and the pilot course SLO assessments.

General Education Outcomes and Theme Year

The first of three GE assessment seminars for critical thinking was held with eight participants (from Sociology, Biology, English, Speech, Psychology, Anthropology).  Anticipated outcomes from this seminar include a potential rewrite of our reasoning skills GE outcome, a critical thinking rubric, a list of critical thinking resources, and a plan for improving critical thinking which can also be used for planning the reasoning skills theme year (2009-2010).  
The first planning meeting for next year’s theme year (Communication Skills/Culture of Respect) will be on March 6th at 1 pm in the President’s Small Conference Room.  Scott Weigand, Deborah Kaye, Walter Jones and Rebecca Stein from the SLO committee will attend.  The committee discussed who else to specifically invite (an open invitation has been made) and the list included Josh Miller and Jim Marteney (Speech), Gayle Fornataro and Rod Moore (English), Bill Dauber (Journalism), and Eric Swelstad (Media Arts).

Rebecca has already met with the Student Services committee to discuss possibilities for involvement in the theme year.  Bruce Thomas, chair of that committee, will continue to work on this.

Course SLO Assessment Pilot

The following courses will be included in this semester’s course assessment pilot: Anthropology 101, Sociology 1, English 67 (Writing Center), Electronics 2, and Coop Ed.  Foreign Languages, Women’s PE and Music may also participate, but they have not confirmed with a specific course and instructors.
Forms and Processes to be Developed
The previously developed SLO checklist works mainly for credit courses and programs, so a noncredit and service outcome checklist need to be developed.  Since Rafael Arias was instrumental in developing the original checklist, Rebecca will work with him to develop the additional checklists.

The main task for this semester is to develop a process and forms for reporting and tracking assessment efforts and results.  The committee discussed several options and will continue to work on this issue.  A related issue that needs to be addressed is additional SLO staffing.

