General Education SLO Seminar 
Reasoning Skills – Spring 2008
(Based on the Experimental Teaching Community Model)

Reasoning Skills SLO: Students will be able to collect accurate information, evaluate the quality of the information obtained, and analyze, synthesize and organize the information.

Seminar 1: Thursday, February 14th from 2-3:30 in the PMRC
· Bring to the seminar an assignment you already give students during the first half of the semester that you believe requires them to demonstrate their reasoning skills.

· Be prepared to share with other seminar participants why you believe this assignment elicits reasoning skills from your students.

· Be prepared to give and receive feedback about reasoning skills assignments.

Preparation needed for this seminar: You should already have such an assignment – all you will have to do is pull it out and make enough copies to share with the group.
Homework for the next seminar: Give your students this assignment, evaluate it based on the GE Reasoning Skills SLO using a results form you will be given, and bring the results with you to GE Seminar 2.  Note that your evaluation of the assignment for the SLO may be different than your evaluation of the assignment for a grade since reasoning skills may be only one component of your grading criteria.  In addition to the results, also bring with you to GE Seminar 2 three examples of your student work: one student response that is high, one response that is medium and one response that is low in reasoning skills.  Be prepared to share with the group your results and sample student work.

Seminar 2: Thursday, April 10th from 2-3:30 in the PMRC
· Bring to the seminar the results report of the reasoning skills assignment you gave students between seminars one and two, as well as three examples of your student work on that assignment: one student response that is high, one response that is medium and one response that is low in reasoning skills.
· Be prepared to share with other seminar participants your criteria for categorizing your own student work as high, medium or low relative to the reasoning skills SLO.

· Be prepared to share with other seminar participants your own results analysis – why do you think your students performed the way they did?

Preparation for this seminar:  You will need to administer and evaluate your assignment, complete the GE SLO results report form and select examples of student work that falls into high, medium and low categories of reasoning skills.

Homework for next seminar: Think about your own results, as well as the results of other seminar participants based on what your collective expectations were and are, and brainstorm how you might help students in the low and medium categories improve their performance.  Complete the GE SLO improvement plan form that details what you would do differently the next time you teach the course.

Seminar 3: Thursday, May 8th from 2-3:30 pm in the PMRC
· Bring to the seminar the GE SLO improvement plan form that details what you think needs to be done differently instructionally, programmatically, so that next time you teach the course you can elicit higher levels of critical thinking from students who perform in the low or middle categories.
· Be prepared to share with other seminar participants your ideas for improving student performance relative to the reasoning skills GE SLO.

Preparation needed for this seminar: You will need to complete the GE SLO improvement plan form.
Homework for next two years:  Put your own improvement plan into action when you teach the course in the future.  Participate in optional professional development and other activities related to reasoning skills in the Reasoning Skills Campus Theme Year (2009-2010).  If you would like to be part of the group that plans activities for this theme year, contact the SLO Coordinator, Rebecca Stein (steinrl@lavc.edu, x2538).
Thank you for your participation!  

