Los Angeles Vallley College

Political Science 001 –1549 American Government

Spring 2010

      Tues   1:00 – 4:10 PM 


              Dr. H.A. Shockley

      Classroom: BHS100



  Office: CC 252

      Tel: Ext 2465 [Office Hours Only]                        E-Mail: SHOCKLHA@ lavc.edu

Office Hours: Tues 11:30 AM- 12:45 PM & after class

*****************************Details**************************

I. Your Instructor – I have taught at LA Valley College since February 2004. My academic and practical work credentials have been posted on my web site. 

II. Course Requirements:  This course consists of fifteen class sessions that will incorporate: nine three hour lectures, three graded discussions and three examinations. 

A. Class sessions – Most class sessions will be devoted to lectures on the assigned material from the detailed course outline [Appendix 1]. Lecture notes are found in the student Workbooks available for sale at the bookstore. 

B. Discussion Session – During three class sessions we will discuss selected  topics. The topics to be discussed are set out in Appendix II.

   C. The Research Paper option: A research paper is an acceptable substitute for a low grade on ONE of the examinations. It may also be used to avoid taking ONE of the three examinations.  See Appendix III. 

  D. Texts and research materials – see Appendix IV

  E. Exams & Grades – There are three exams - each covers a discrete academic section. A study guide will be posted on the web or distributed directly at least two class sessions before each exam.  There is no cumulative final examination. See Appendix V

III. The exams & discussions schedule [see Appendix 1]:

1st Discussion Session      Mar 02, 2010          value   3 points

1st Examination                Mar 09, 2010          value 30 points

2nd Discussion Session     Apr 13, 2010           value   3 points

2nd Examination               Apr 20, 2010           value 31 points

3rd Discussion Session     May 18, 2010           value   3 points

3rd  Examination
            May 25, 2010           value 30 points

IV. Course attendance policy – I take attendance each session. If work, family or community obligations prevent 100% attendance or arrival on time, I will ‘excuse’ your absence if you keep me informed [before or after the absence]. 
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V.  Classroom decorum: Respect for each other and tolerance for diverse opinions should be the motto for every class. That has not always been the case so some rules are set out below:

a. Class Participation - I welcome comments and questions during the class but I ask that you make known your desire to speak by raising your hand and identify yourself to the class when you have been recognized. 

b. Class Environment - I do not tolerate the use of cell phones, IPODS, games or similar electronic devices in the classroom [Tape recorders and laptops are acceptable if used specifically for this course]. Nor do I expect you to sleep, carry on a conversation, read a newspaper, a book or magazine or pass notes while the class is in session. Failure to comply with this rule may result in permanent dismissal from the class

   c. Textbooks and the Workbook: See Appendix IV 

Appendix I   – Course Outline

Appendix II  – Discussion Sessions: Guidelines

Appendix III – List of accepted research topics

Appendix IV – Information Resources

Appendix V  -  Grading & Extra Credit
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Appendix I – Course Outline

I.  The Foundations of the United States Government

      Session
      Date
           Topic


           1               02/09/’10               Introduction & course requirements

A. The foundations of the American Political System: 

                                                            B. The documentary Sources of the American




Political System:

· The Declaration of Independence

· The Articles of Confederation

· The US Constitution

            2             02/16/’10             The Constitution examined

· Characteristics of our ‘basic law’

· The Amendment Process

· Judicial Review

                                                          C. Federalism: Meaning & practice

·  The Central-State-Local Governments nexus

· The Separation & Balance of Powers

· Delegated & reserved powers

·  Modern ‘Federalists’ vs. ‘States Rights’ 

· Fiscal & policy federalism 

           3           02/23/’10                Protecting the People:

          D. Civil Liberties – The ‘Bill of Rights’ 

· The First, Second & Third Amendments

· Freedom of speech, assembly & religion

· The ‘right to bear arms’

· The ‘quartering of soldiers’

· The Fourth thru Eighth Amendments

· Pre-trial, trial & post trial safeguards

· The right to ‘privacy’ as derivative law

· Incorporation doctrine 

                                                            E. Civil Rights - the quest for equality 

· Civil Rights as necessity

· The Civil War as impetus

· The Modern Civil Rights Movement

                                                Review: We The People; Chpts 1-8; Workbook, Pgs. 1-25

  4          03/02/'10              Discussion # 1: ‘Megan’s & Jessica’s Laws’ 

                                            Read: Discussion Brief 1 – Website
           5           03/09/’10              First Exam
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II. Government Institutions – Structure

Session     Date              Topic

     6        03/16/’10        The Peoples’ roles in governance 

A. Informing & Influencing the Public:

· The Media, Public Opinion Polls, Interest Groups

B. Organizing the Power of the People:

·  Political Parties

·  How candidates for office are selected:

· Primaries, Caucuses & Conventions

· Political Campaigns

· Voting

· General Elections

· Presidential elections

· The Electoral College

    7        03/23/’10        The Federal Government: Organization      

                                      C. The US Legislative Branch: The Congress

·  Law making

·  Oversight: hearings & investigations

· Separation of Powers

                                         D. The Federal Judicial System

·  Structure, Jurisdiction & Limits

·  Focus on the United States Supreme Court

                                         E. Introduction into the Presidency

            Readings: We The People, Chpts. 9-12; Workbook, Pgs. 26 -59

Mid Semester Break – March 29-April 2, 2010

   Session    Date             Topic

 8        04/06/’10        Governing California  

                                   F.  Constraints 

· Term Limits & Fragmented Executive Power

· Direct Democracy - Citizens Law Making

                                       G. California's Current & Long Range Problems            

·  The Budget

·   Prison Reform

· Review  We The People Chptrs 9-12,  Governing California, Chptrs 1, 

     9         04/13/’10        Discussion # 2: Education in California



                Read: Discussion Brief # 2 – Website

   10          04/20/'10
    Second Exam
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II. The Executive Branch:  Policy, Planning & Execution

 Session       Date              Topic       
11
   04/27/'10          A. The Federal Executive Branch:  The US Presidency

· Organization & Support for the Presidency

· The White House Staff - institutional support


· The Cabinet – policy makers/ implementers

· Responsibilities – statutory & accrued

A. As Chief Executive Officer

· Director of the Bureaucracy

· Manager of the Economy

· Provider of Social Welfare

12           05/04/'10               B.  As ‘Diplomat in Chief’ – Conducts Foreign Policy

· The United States & the International System

· World-wide commitments = world-wide threats

· Foreign Policy Planning Resources

· The National Security Council [NSC]

· 'The Intelligence Community'

· Foreign Policy Execution – ‘diplomacy’

· The President & the Secretary of State

· US  embassies & missions

           C. As ‘Commander in Chief’ of US Military forces 

· Shapes strategy to: 

·  Support US Foreign Policy & diplomacy

·  Protect the US, its interests & punish attackers 

 13          05/11/’10     The Primary Threats: 'Terrorism' & WMD

· The nature of terrorism

· Counter terrorism at home

· Legal basis - The ‘Patriot Act’

· Instrument: The Department of Homeland Security

· Anti-Terrorism abroad - The International Component

· The Obama strategy & commitment

Review for Exam # 3    Workbook, pgs: 70-109

 14            05/18/’10      Discussion # 3: Illegal Immigration




   Read: Discussion Brief # 3 – Website

            [All papers & other outstanding work due this date]

 15             05/25/'10      Exam # 3

          ------------------------------End of Course----------------------------
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Appendix II

Discussion Sessions: Guidelines

1. Purpose: Even if you score 100 on all three exams you can only earn a grade of 91 [a ‘B’]. Therefore, I have scheduled three discussion sessions with a dual purpose in mind. First, to examine some important issues in a less restrictive manner. Second, your participation in the discussions will provide a basis for the awarding of credit.  
a. ‘Discussion Briefs’ provide details and the pros and cons of the issues for discussion. This material is not only to assist you to prepare for the discussions but it is also examinable. Briefs are [or will be] posted on my web site two weeks prior to each scheduled discussion.

b.  Credit for the discussion sessions will be awarded if you display an understanding of the issue, discuss it in a logical manner and show tolerance for the views of others. Students who do not participate orally may also earn up to three points per discussion by answering questions in writing on the exams. All points are added to your final grade AFTER all other calculations have been made.
2, Discussion Topics: The three topics are:
A. Megan's & Jessica's laws: Protective measures or civil liberties abuses? - California requires released convicted sex offenders to register with local authorities. Currently offender registration records are posted on a public WEB site accessible to any interested person. We will examine California's registration requirements to determine if current laws protect society or continue to punish unduly those who have technically already ‘paid their debt to society.’
B. Can Charter Schools Save LA’S Education System – In a period of 50 years California’s education system went from the best in the country to close to the bottom in almost every category. Even ardent supporters of the system believe it is broken. This discussion will focus on current problems, and the recent move towards Charter Schools. 

C. Illegal immigration – The largely unchecked flow of illegal immigrants across our national borders remains a matter of deep concern to State and Federal officials. Even if most illegal border crossers are simply seeking a better life others are engaged in organized crime, drug running and weapons smuggling. It is increasingly difficult for security officials at all levels to determine which among the hundreds of thousands border crossers are good and which are bad. We will examine the ways illegal immigration is viewed and examine government measures to curb the flow to determine if they are fair, enforceable and needed. 
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Appendix III

List of Accepted Research Topics

I. Expectations: A research paper may be used to replace ONE bad grade on an exam OR as a substitute for ONE in-class exam. What ever its purpose your research paper must adhere to standard rules of grammar and to the criteria set out below. The research paper should:

· Address a topic that is pertinent to Federal, State or Local government

· Use at least three reputable sources of information [properly cited]

· Offer the 'pros & cons' of controversial issues

· Be objective [Save your personal views until the conclusion of the paper]

· Be from 8-10 pages in length - typed, double spaced, 12 pitch

II.     Requirements for those choosing their own topics: From past experience it is probable that many of you will choose this option quite late in the semester and will want to write on subjects other than those listed under ‘Acceptable Topics’ below. Even the best students often struggle with topics that are too broad, too difficult to research or that do not lend themselves to a coherent paper. To avoid mutual frustration, extra and needless work resulting in an incomplete or unsatisfactory paper, you must submit a formal research proposal consisting of:

· A proposed research topic

· A listing of the proposed research sources

· A brief outline showing how you expect to proceed

I will respond by the next class session with an approval or disapproval and, comments on your topic, outline and research sources.  FAILURE TO OBTAIN AN APPROVED TOPIC RENDERS YOUR PAPER UNACCEPTIBLE. 
III. Accepted topics: There follows a compilation of suggested topics. 

A. Constitutional Issues: 

1. 1st Amendment - Freedom of the Press: 

a.  In our celebrity-mad society high profile court cases attract intrusive and continuous media attention. Increasingly young actors, actresses, musicians and athletes are under constant and intense media scrutiny. Does such intensive and intrusive media coverage make it difficult for a celebrity accused of a crime to receive a fair trial? Or, conversely does celebrity status give the accused an edge with juries? 

b.  The mainstream media [TV network news, prestigious newspapers and respected news magazines] were accused of [and some admitted to] providing almost exclusively favorable coverage of the Obama campaign while being highly critical of Senator McCain. Some have argued that it was the ‘novelty’ of the Obama candidacy [a young, relatively unknown, black, first term Senator without national experience versus the better known McCain] that attracted unbalanced and preferential coverage rather than any attempt to influence the outcome of the election. Was the media justified in their 
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emphasis of Senator Obama’s ‘personal narrative’ over his policy positions? Or, conversely did such ‘unbalanced’ reporting reduce the media’s credibility as the ‘fourth and balancing branch of Government?’   

2. 1st Amendment - Freedom of assembly: In the recent past the organizers of pubic protest demonstrations have hired 'Professional protesters' to give the impression that their movements are larger and more inclusive than they in fact are. Does this ‘rent-a-protester’ practice violate the spirit of the constitutionally granted right of citizens to assemble and to present their grievances to the government?

3.  2nd Amendment - The Right to Bear Arms: The prohibition against infringement of the peoples' right to own and use weapons is specifically tied to the State's necessity to 'maintain a well regulated militia.' The underlying rational for this amendment was that there would not be a formally organized, peacetime standing army to protect the country. The 2008 decision by the US Supreme Court upheld the right of private citizens to keep a handgun at home if properly licensed. This decision applied only to Washington, DC - a federal entity. Discuss the effect on California’s ‘anti-gun’ laws if this decision is applied to the entire country [increasingly likely] within the next five years.  

4. 5th & 14th Amendments - 'due process of law' and 'equal protection of the law:'

a.  Illegal Immigration Restrictions: Several states have passed laws that make access to publicly funded health care, educational facilities and welfare programs more difficult or excluded to illegal immigrants. One city has made it illegal to rent to any one who does not have the proper documents. At the far extreme, one state has pushed for a Constitutional Amendment to deny citizenship rights to the children born of illegal immigrants in the United States. Current law grants automatic citizenship to children born in the United States - regardless of the legal status of their parents. Are these prudent measures of a nation under Terrorist threat or are they a denial of equal protection under the law?

b. Same Sex Marriage: Proponents of ‘same sex marriage’ argue that current laws discriminate against Gay, Lesbian, Trans-sexual and Bi-sexual couples in that they are denied ‘equal protection of the law.’ Others argue that marriage is not ‘guaranteed by the Constitution’ nor does it qualify as a ‘civil right’ and therefore it does not fall under the protections accorded by the 14th Amendment.  Discuss the Pros & Cons of these arguments.

B. California Issues:

5. Governor Schwarzenegger in his January 2010 "State of the State' message called for California to consider reducing the cost of running prisons mby privatizing some. Explore how private prisons work, what they cost and whether they seem a good fit for California.
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6. In assessing California’s budget problems the authors of GOVERNING CALIFORNIA IN THE 21ST CENTURY note that our Public Service Unions are part of the problem. They point out that it is increasingly difficult to obtain needed savings in times of economic downturn by reducing personnel, holding pay and benefits to non-government levels or cutting back on wasteful programs.  Choose one of the following unions to assess the accuracy of that statement: The California Teachers Union, The California Correctional Peace Officers Association or the California Firefighters Association. NOTE: MANY STATES DO NOT ALLOW THEIR PUBLIC SERVANTS TO UNIONIZE!!

7. The California Legislature passed and then rescinded a law allowing illegal aliens to obtain drivers’ licenses.  Would it be good or bad policy to allow them to have driver’s licenses?

C. LA Issues: You may choose one of the following:
8.  Explain why LA is running such a high deficit in its budget this year and how the government plans to deal with it.

9. Identify the impact of closing Trauma Centers, emergency rooms and reducing in-patient care at some LA County Hospitals.

10. Explain how LA County’s ‘Anti-Terrorism Center’ is organized, funded and its relationship with the Federal Department of Homeland Security.  

D. Social & Legal Issues:

     11.  Should tobacco companies be held financially responsible for the poor health of 'consenting and informed' adults who choose to smoke?

12.  What is DOMA? Explain why some legal scholars argue that it is unconstitutional and others believe it is a legitimate exercise of Congressional power. 

13.  Explain why Republicans support ‘tort reform’ as a part of a comprehensive health care program and Democrats do not. 

14. Why is there more public funding for AIDS research than for four more deadly diseases - heart disease, stroke, cancer and diabetes?

15. Explain why California’s waiting period from death sentence to execution is so long in comparison with other states. 

16. Oregon and Washington currently are the only states that provide their citizens with a legal right to die. Explain the rationale behind these laws and identify their safeguards against abuse. 
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E. Experience with the US Immigration System: The US laws related to immigration are considered by many to be ‘broken.’ The system is purported to: 1. Take too long from application in the home country to arrival in the US; 2. Offer too little support for the newly arrived; and 3. To be too bureaucratic in the process of naturalization. If you or members of your family have a compelling narrative concerning this system you may present a paper for credit. In your paper you need to address time-lines, whether members of your family were able to find work fitting to their background and training; and identify hardships they encountered. This is not applicable for illegal immigrants. 

IV. Research Assistance: Useful Internet Connections for Research & Information are found at the end of each chapter of both texts. Up-to-date statistics and information on the Federal Government may be found at the White House, Congress, Supreme Court & the Web sites of various government agencies. California information and statistics may be found at http://www.ca.gov. LA information is available at the city and county web sites.
   Research papers are due to me not later than May 18, 2010.
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Appendix IV – Information Resources

Text Books: It is strongly recommended that you have access to the course textbooks for ready reference!!! I have made an effort to find the best possible textbooks available at the most reasonable price. BOTH TEXTS BELOW ARE BUNDLED TOGETHER IN A SINGLE PRICE PACKAGE. 

A. American Government Text: Ginsberg-Lowi-Weir-Spitzer, WE THE PEOPLE, Essentials 7th Edition 2009  \

B. California Government Text: Anagnoson  GOVERNING CALIFORNIA IN THE 21ST CENTURY, 2ndt Edition, 2009
ALTERNATIVES TO NEW TEXTS: You may purchase older, used American and California governments texts. Also, I have placed two copies of the 2009 version of WE THE PEOPLE and several California Government books on reserve in the library. To use the reserve system go to the Library Circulation Desk, request the book desired by course number or by using my name. Reserve books are available ONLY for two hours.

The Course Workbook: The ‘Workbook’ follows the general outline of the texts and roughly mirrors the view-foils I use in class. It is the source for all study guides and exams. It is available for sale in the bookstore.

The Course Website: I place additional or up-dated class notes, biographic material and other course information on my website. You may access information on the Shockley website by following these steps:

# 1 Go To: www.LAVC.edu

# 2  Go To: ‘For Students’

# 3  Scroll down to: ‘Instructors WEB Pages’

# 4  Scroll down To: ’Shockley’

# 5  Go To: Political Science O1

# 6  Go To: Appropriate Section
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Appendix V

Grading & Extra Credit

You will receive the grade you earn – not the grade you want or ‘have to have.’ 

1. How grades are assessed and awarded:
A. Grading Scheme - Your work will be assessed as follows:

A  = 94-100  B = 87-93  C = 80-86  D = 73-79  F = below 72

B. Explanation of how final grades are tabulated: Exam grades are multiplied by 30 or 31 points and then added to obtain a raw score. If warranted points earned from the three discussions are then added [Max of 9 points]. If earned any extra credit would then be added to the final grade.

Example: For a student who earned grades of 90 on all three exams and received full credit for participation in all three discussions the final grade would be determined as shown below: 

        Exams   Grade  Value  Points earned

1           90 x 30           27

2           90 x 31           28
3           90 x 30           27
Exams totals                     82 pts

Pts for discussions             9 pts

       Final Course Grade          91 or a ‘B’*

* Participation in the Service Learning Program could earn up to 5 additional points [91+5 = 96 or an ‘A’ ] 

2. Rationale for how I assess students: Each semester someone complains that my grading scheme is too restrictive and that my refusal to use multiple-choice or true or false questions is unfair. Allow me to respond to those prior criticisms up front so they need not come up again.

a. The Grading Scheme - My name goes on your grade sheets and it is my reputation on the line if I award you a grade you have not earned or deserved. The letter grade that appears on your transcript attests to the university to which you transfer that you have attained a specific level of knowledge of American Government. 
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b. The Examination system – There will be three exams designed   to test your knowledge of the specialized vocabulary of Political Science and of 
the foundations, structures, policies and challenges facing our federal, state and local governments.  Each examination will come from lectures based on our texts included in The Workbook.  You will be issued a ‘Study Guide’ based on the examinable material at least two class sessions before each exam. And a review will be held before the examination.
c. The Research Paper Option - A ‘Research Paper’ may be used as a substitute for or to replace a low grade on ONE examination only. A list of acceptable research topics is found at Appendix III.
2. Improvement of your grade on the first Exam: My style of examination and grading differ from those of most of the faculty here.  Often this unfamiliarity is reflected in the results of the first examination. There are two ways to improve your first exam grade: 

a. Makeup exams – students who score below 60 on the first exam will be given an opportunity to take a make-up exam [in class or take-home] by a specific date. The makeup exam will substitute for the grade received on the first examination but the final grade will be assessed a penalty of 15 points. In other words, the highest possible exam grade on a make-up exam is 85 or a C.
b. Correction & Assessment – students who score above 60 points may improve their grades by five points by redoing the first exam in its entirety to learn from their mistakes. An additional five points may be earned by providing a personal assessment of your performance on the first exam. That is, you will need to address why you did not do better by focusing on preparation and exam taking. Then tell me how you intend to improve on the next exam.
3. Extra Credit: I strongly support the College’s Service Learning Program. Although there is no obligation on the part of the faculty to do so, I will award up to five points towards your final grade for successful participation in this program. Credit is contingent upon receiving a copy of your attendance sheet and a short explanation of what service you provided, where you provided it and what you learned from the experience. 

4. Help for language & culturally challenged: About 80% of classes here at LAVC are made up of graduates from California’s high schools. However, the remaining members of the class usually consist of students – often somewhat older – who come to us from other countries. For most of these students the specialized vocabulary of Political Science is unknown, our system of government is quite different from what they have previously experienced and rapid paced lectures may sow confusion.  Those who have any of the above mentioned problems should write me a short note explaining their difficulties so that I may devise ways to assist. 
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