Los Angeles Valley College

Political Science 001-1549 – American Government

Spring Semester 2011

      Tues   1:00 – 4:10 PM 


      Dr. H.A. Shockley

      Classroom: BSC 101


       Office: CC 252

      Tel: Ext 2465 [Office Hours Only]    E-Mail: SHOCKLHA@ lavc.edu

Office Hours: Tues 11:30 AM- 12:45 PM - after class to 5:00 PM

*****************************Details**************************

I. A word about the Course: I am aware that many of you see this course as an unnecessary impediment to graduation and transfer and an unwelcome detour from the pursuit of your major. If that is your view - and you allow it to guide your approach to this course - you will not do well and graduation and transfer out - and up - more than likely will be delayed or denied. I ask only that you give this course the attention and respect it deserves. 

You may earn ‘honors’ credit by participation in the TAP program. If interested discuss this with an advisor and bring me the appropriate forms. Such requests should be made ONLY after the first exam.

II. Student Learning Objectives – At the end of this course you should have a general understanding of the history, guiding principles, structure and current issues before the governments of the United States and California.
III. Course Structure:  This course consists of fifteen class sessions that will incorporate: nine lectures, three graded discussions and three examinations. 

A. Class sessions – Most class sessions will be devoted to lectures on the assigned material from the detailed course outline. Appendix 1 Lecture notes are found in your Handbooks or on line.  

B. Graded discussions – During three class sessions we will discuss an issue that is pertinent to the course material.  Appendix II.

C. Exams & Grades – There are three exams - each covers a discrete academic section. Study guides will be posted on line at least two class sessions before each exam.  There is no cumulative final exam.  Appendix III
D. The Research Paper option: A research paper may substitute for ONE low exam grade or as a substitute for ONE exam. Appendix IV. 

E. Study & research materials: See Appendix V

III. Abbreviated exams & discussions schedule:
1st Discussion Session      Mar 01, 2011          3 points

1st Examination                Mar 08, 2011         30 points

2nd Discussion Session      Apr 05, 2011           3 points

2nd Examination                 Apr 12, 2011         31 points

3rd Discussion Session       May 17, 2011          3 points

3rd  Examination
          May 24, 2011         30 points

IV. Course attendance policy – I take attendance each session. If work, family or community obligations prevent 100% attendance or arrival on time, I will ‘excuse’ your absence if you keep me informed [before or after the absence]. 
V.  Classroom decorum: We are a large class packed into a crowded classroom. Respect for each other, your instructor and tolerance for diverse opinions should be the guiding principles for every class. That has not always been the case so some rules are set out below:

A. Class Participation - I welcome comments and questions during the class but I ask that you make known your desire to speak by raising your hand and identify yourself to the class when you have been recognized. 

B. Classroom distractions - I do not tolerate the use of cell phones, IPODS, games or similar electronic devices in the classroom [Tape recorders and laptops are acceptable if used specifically for this course]. Nor do I expect you to sleep, carry on a conversation, read a newspaper, a book or magazine or pass notes while the class is in session. 

Failure to comply with the above rules may result in temporary suspension from the class. Repeated non-compliance may lead to dismissal.

VI.  Appendixes: detailed information & policies:
      Appendix  I  - The Course Outline 

      Appendix  II – Discussion Guidelines

      Appendix III – Exams, Grading, Extra Credit & Help


  Appendix IV - Research Options

      Appendix  V – Course Study & Research Materials 
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Appendix I – Course Outline

I.  The Foundations of the United States Government

      Session
      Date
           Topic


           1               02/08/’11               Introduction, course requirements & foundations:

· The Declaration of Independence

· The Articles of Confederation

· The US Constitution

                                   [Bring founding documents to class]

A. The Separation of Powers at the Federal Level
2     02/15/’11                 The Legislative Branch – The Congress

·  The US House of Representatives

· The US Senate

·  Legislative ‘Processes’ & ‘Oversight’ 

           3
    02/22/’11

 The Judicial Branch - The Federal Courts System

· Federal District & Federal Appeals Courts

· The US Supreme Court: ‘choose’ or ‘refuse’

                                                              The Executive Branch  -  The President as CEO

· Constitutional & Accrued powers

 4                03/01/’11       Review: Founding Documents;  Workbook, Pgs. 1-32
                  Discussion # 1 Study: Discussion Brief 1 – MyPortal Documents
 5         03/08/'11 
  The First Exam

B.  Federalism & The Role of the People: 
6         03/15/’11         The Federalism – theory, law & structure

· ‘Vertical Federalism’

· ‘Horizontal Federalism’      

· California -  dysfunctional or atypical State

· Basic Structure

· Direct Democracy’s impact

· Problems

· Governor Brown’s Plans

7      03/22/’11            Protection of ‘The People’ – The ‘Bill of Rights’

· 1st Amendment – Religion, Speech & Assembly

· 2nd Amendment - weapons

· Amendments 4-8 – Rights of the accused

· The 9th & 10th Amendments – Misc., & States     
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         8             03/29/’11          Civil Rights  - The Checkered Past

· Pre & Post Civil War

· 13th, 14th & 15th Amendments

· Court Decisions on Civil Rights   

· Civil Rights laws – 1964 & 1965

  9              04/05/’11                The ‘Right to Privacy’ - ‘Roe v. Wade’

                     Review: Handbook, Part II, pgs 33- 67; Constitution -1-15th Amendments


   Discussion # 2 Study: Discussion Brief # 2 MyPortal Documents
    10       04/12/'11
    The Second Exam

***************Spring Break 04/18/’11 – 04/25/’11*************

 C.  The Federal Government: Services & Protection
      11
      04/26/'11         The Executive Branch: The Federal ‘Bureaucracy’


·  The Services Role of the Federal Government’

·  Economics - The Federal Reserve System

12        05/03/’11         Provider of Social Welfare

· Non-Means Tested Programs

· Means Tested Programs

· Federal Public Health & Public Education

The United States & the World

      13        05/10/'11     The ‘Preserve & Protect’ roles

· Security Organization & Management

· Presidential Resources in International Relations

      14        05/17/’11       Terrorism & Weapons of Mass Destruction [WMD]

· Counter terrorism at home - Anti-Terrorism abroad 

                                 Review for Exam # 3    Workbook, pgs: 69-103
                      Discussion # 3  Study: Discussion Brief # 3 – MyPortal Documents

[All Papers, Exams & other work due this date].
   15    05/24/’11      The Third Exam

Note: Appendices II-V are found on MyPortal Documents
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