Los Angeles Valley College

Political Science 001 - 1549

Study Guide III - Spring 2010

General Instructions: The main body of the third exam has two parts. Part I will require you to identify or define certain terms, events or key players. Respond to 10 of the 12 questions offered. Each correct response will have a point value of 4 (40). Part II will require you to address 6 of the 8 questions asked in a bit more detail or by identifying multiple parts. Each correct response will merit 10 points each (60).

Extra Credit Option: There will be an essay question drawn from Part II that will provide you with an opportunity to earn up to an additional 7 points to your final grade. The essay is expected to be in greater detail than that required for the short responses of Part II. 
A. Part I: Identification & Definitions - You should know the following terms:

'Means Tested Programs'          
 'Poverty Line'

                      
 'Medicaid'                                           'The FED'                 
‘National Security Letter’

 ‘The NIH’

'FDIC’                                                 'Non-Means Tested Programs'

'Discretionary Spending’
             'Monetary Policy’               


‘Diplomatic Immunity’

  ‘Entitlements’

‘Attaché’                                              ‘Fiscal Policy’

‘The Surgeon General’          
  ‘Medicare’

‘Independent Regulatory Agency’      AWACS’                                             ‘Ambassador’                                      ‘The Foreign Service’

 

‘Diplomatic Recognition’                   ‘ICE’

B. Part II: Short Response Questions - You should know:

* ‘Social Security’ – Why it will be insolvent/how to fix it 

* ‘The Department of Homeland Security’ – ‘Enforcement’ Agencies
* ‘Terrorists’- criteria used in choosing their targets 
* ‘Diplomatic Relations’ – roles in foreign relations

* ‘The National Security Council’ – roles & members

* ‘The Patriot Act’ - Civil Liberties Concerns 

* ‘Human’ Intelligence Collection – overt & covert operatives

* ‘Terrorists’- advantages against advanced industrialized countries

* ‘Military Forces - uses without resort to war
* ‘The FED’ – its role in monetary policy

* ‘Anti-terrorism’- active & passive measures

* ‘Foreign Policy’- purposes & constraints

An optional review will be held preceding Discussion # 3.

H.A. Shockley

This ‘take-home’ exam covers Part III of the syllabus. It has two parts of 7 questions each. You are to respond to 5 questions in each section. Each correct response has a point value of 10. Subject areas are listed below:

Part I: Domestic Policies

1.  Identify and offer explanation of the ‘tools’ available to the FED in carrying out  US monetary policy.
2. Explain the expected results of increasing and decreasing taxes as a part of US fiscal policy.

3. Explain what is meant by ‘entitlements’ and ‘discretionary spending’ in the annual US budget.

4. Explain why Social Security is expected to run out of money in 2031 and offer two proposed ways to ‘fix’ the system.

5. Explain how Medicare and Medicaid differ in terms of eligibility and sources of funding.

6. Explain why the ‘Poverty Line’ has significance..

7. Identify who the ‘Surgeon General’ is and list three organizations that come under his supervision. 

Part II: Foreign & Security Policy

1. Identify three ways military force may be used without resorting to war.

2. Explain what terrorists look for in a potential target before undertaking an attack.

3. Identify and explain the various roles of an Ambassador and the intelligence role of the Embassy Staff.

4. Identify and explain three forms of Human Intelligence Collection.

5. Explain why ‘Terrorism’ has been successful against advanced industrial countries.

6. Identify by responsibility three ‘enforcement’ agencies of the Department of Homeland Security.

7. Identify and elaborate on three ‘civil liberties’ concerns about the US Patriot Act.

This exam is due at the end of the last scheduled class meeting. 

