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General Information: The 1st exam has two parts. Part I: ‘identification & definition’- 10 of 12 questions [5 points each]. Part II: ‘Short Response or multi-part questions’- 5 of 7 questions [10 points each]. This exam accounts for 31% of your final course grade.
Example of questions: There follow examples of the types of questions to be asked:
Part 1: Identification

The first 10 amendments to the Constitution are referred to as ________________________. 

Answer: ‘The Bill of Rights’ 

Part II: Short Response Questions - Identify the requirements set forth in the Constitution for proposing and ratifying amendments to the US Constitution.   

Answer:  Amendment proposed:
1. By 2/3 vote of both houses of Congress on an identically worded amendment 

[or]


2. By 2/3rds of the states' legislature requesting an identically worded amendment


         Amendment ratified:

1.  By affirmative vote of ¾ of the States' legislatures

  [or]

2.  By affirmative vote of the citizens of ¾ of the states on a referendum 
Part I: You should know the meaning of ten of the following terms, cases, and principles:

‘The Supremacy Clause’
           ‘Extradition’

            ‘Jim Crow Laws’    
                  'Prior Restraint’                         ‘Vertical Federalism’
            ‘Necessary & Proper Clause’

 ‘The Incorporation doctrine’     ‘Judicial Review'        
 'Civil Rights'

 ‘Horizontal Federalism’
            ‘Separate but equal doctrine’‘The Free Exercise Clause’
 ‘The Establishment Clause’     
 ‘Civil Liberties’                 
 ‘Separation of Powers’

‘Affirmative Action'                      'Full faith & credit'

 'Roe v. Wade'           

                        ‘Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas’
 Part II: You should be able to answer in a brief paragraph or by listing the ‘constituent’ parts of five of the following:
The ‘compromise’ on Slavery to save ratification of the Constitution
The ‘concurrent powers’ shared by Central & State Governments

The provisions of the ‘Civil Rights Act of 1964’ & the ‘Voting Rights Act of 1965’
‘Pre-trial, trial & post trial’ rights guaranteed by the Bill of Rights

‘The impact of British Colonial Rule’ on our means of governance

The ‘importance of the 14th Amendment’

‘The formidable tasks of the authors of the Constitution’

Constitutional bases for an 'implied right of privacy’

The actions of Presidents Truman & Eisenhower that helped end racial segregation

The ‘Second Amendment’ debate
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