Syllabus  for English 21, section 3148 

Spring 2010  
L.A. Valley College
Dr. Marcia Walerstein Sibony, Instructor

Tuesday night 6:45-9:55:  Humanities Bld. Room 105, 3 hours, 3 units credit
Office Hours. 6:00p.m.-6:30, or with an appointment at other times., Humanities 109D.  
Contact:  sibonymw@lavc.edu.  On campus voice mail (818) 947-2600 x 8238. If it’s an emergency, you can also contact the English Department, (818) 947-2586, and the administrative assistant will contact me. I tend to look at  email more now, but I will try to check the phone at least twice weekly 
Prerequisites: English 33,
Grades: This is a credit/no-credit  class.  Student must have a C- or better to pass--70 grade average or better.
Email address:  For now, use my college email: sibonymw@lavc.edu. Another portal should be available soon for instructors and their classes
I must have your email address for correspondence and online homework checking. Meanwhile,  please send a brief note to: sibonymw@lavc.edu. , such as:
    Dear Dr. Sibony,  
The above address is my email address to be used in English 21.  

Thank you, 
(Full name-first  and last   and last  4 digits of student i.d.)

Textbook. Required:  
Winkler, Anthony and Jo Ray McCuen-Metherell.  Writing Talk: Sentences and Paragraphs with Readins. 5th Ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.:Pearson Education, 2009.
If you have a new book, you can register for MyWriting Lab Customer Support at 

www.mywritinglab.com
Negri, Paul, ed. Negri, Paul, ed. Great American Short Stories.    Dover paper . isbn  0486421198. ($3.50). (on order now, we won’t start on it  right away). 

Hacker, Diana. A Pocket Style Manual. .Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 
Negri, Paul, ed. Great American Short Stories.    Dover paper .

 isbn  0486421198. ($3.50).

*********************
You will need an English-English collegiate level pocket dictionary, such as 

The Merriam-Webster’s  Dictionary, Springfield, MA:Miriam Webster, Inc.
 A thesaurus, such as: Roget’s 21st Century Thesaurus in Dictionary Form. may be useful.
If  English is your second language, then you  will find this dictionary more helpful.
Longman Dictionary of American English. New Edition  (or 4th ed) :White Plains, N.Y.  .  This   is highly recommended for advanced ESL students, but you may  need another, too,   When writing on- line, you may use the dictionaries on-line.  
A bi-lingual dictionary will not be accurate enough, though you are welcome to use it when necessary.  

Course Objectives (Student Learning Outcomes): Upon completion of this course, the student will have an understanding of, or be able to apply, the following principles and concepts: 

To think for yourself, express yourself, critically, read and comment on it, and express this all in clear, accurate standard English; 

In greater detail: 

Use appropriate tools of active reading to preview, interpret, analyze, and evaluate pre-collegiate tests; 
Identify and restate main and supporting points of a text, identify its organization and relate ideas from one test to other tests or situations; 

Apply pre-writing tools to plan an essay; 

Compose paragraphs with explicit topic sentences and/or short essays with explicit thesis statements; 

Develop and support ideas fully through use of concrete details and examples, and organize and connect specific details and evidence in paragraphs or essay; 

Assess early drafts and revise them to improve organization, coherence, support, unity and word choices; 

Within the contest of the essay, correctly apply the elements of sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, spelling and usage; 

Revise sentences to improve their clarity, grammatical accuracy and fluency; 

Differentiate among direct quotation, paraphrase, and plagiarism. 

Assessment is based on class participation, short papers, journal,  and two completed essays; one subjective and one objective to be combined . and the final. 

Class participation is a large part of the grade. That does not mean you will pass by just showing up, but participating in class is very important for  the grade. 

Materials needed: Required texts; an 8 1/2xl notebook where papers can be torn out and reinserted in a 3-ring notebook. You’ll need pencils and pens, 
Another notebook, probably a smaller size, which you can easily carry around, or keep bedside,  will be used for your journal. 

The journal.  You are expected to write in your journal at least five days out of every week, a minimum of a paragraph (5-7 sentences).  This can be on anything from that day- a personal thought, something provocative that happened to you, some thoughts about something you read or heard about, your opinion about some current event, thoughts from your other courses.. You should try to write full sentences.  It is NOT to look like your  planner (No-“get up, 7:30, shower, grabbed the bus, came late to class, fell asleep in class, remembered to write this down”).  I will check the journals in the middle of March, April and May. Since I won’t review all in one week, stay tuned for the exact date.  The purpose of a journal is to get you into the habit of writing and exploring your thoughts and opinions.  It’s the warm up exercise of composition. 
Extra credit.  Extra credit can be made by extra readings, with oral and written reports, from  American Short Stories, or any a subject which interests you..  Extra credit can change a D to a C (pass).  It cannot change an F to a C, although if you try, even if you don’t pass exercises, and attend, you will have at least a 60 average (D). 

Classroom etiquette.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are off.  Electronic dictionaries are permitted if the sounds don’t bother other  students.  They are not allowed for any quizzes, or exams or final writing.  Class participation is vital, but talking to other classmates  and causing a disturbance will not be tolerated. Sometimes you will be working in groups—you are expected to participate fully, and give full respect you your fellow classmates, but  expect of them to do their share of the work

In general,  students in this class come from all types of backgrounds-There is a wide range of age, of years they have spoken and written in English, and of life experience.  You are all here because you want to learn and improve yourself.  That is the common ground. I’m certain you’ll learn from one another as well as from me and the books.  Make the most of it, and be tolerant to anyone who is honestly trying to learn. 

Discipline.  I don’t think there will be any problem, but I reserve the right to exclude anyone after sufficient warning whom I deem detrimental to the atmosphere of learning and tolerance I expect in this class.

Plagiarism: or copying the words of others  (from a book, internet, a fellow student’s work, etc.) is not tolerated.  It’s easy for an instructor to check whether there has been plagiarism.  The first time, you will get an F on that work.  

Writing:  Drafts and in-class writing should be double spaced.  Final  drafts are expected to be typed and printed on a computer, double spaced, according to guidelines I’ll give you.  If you don’t feel comfortable writing on a computer, the Writing Lab will give you  help.
Homework is expected to be ready for the date of class.  Homework will be collected at the beginning of class.  It can be placed in the folder for that subject. If you don’t get it to me by class time, you are responsible for getting it to me during the following week, either by email, or leaving it in my box at the English Department, Humanities 121.
Homework handed in one week late  will get a C- and will not be accepted later.

(Exceptions will be made the first two weeks). 

Evaluation: The pass /non-pass grade is based on: 
Class participation

Paragraphs and essays written and revised at home

Homework (grammar and reading comprehension)

Journal

Final
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