EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION OBSERVATION FORM

Purpose: To observe the physical and interpersonal environment and gain insight into the 
    
   daily routine of a group of children in an early childhood.

A.   GENERAL INFORMATION
         1.      Name and address of the school:
         2.      Date:

  Time of Day:


  Weather:
         3.      Type of School (Public/ Private):
         4.      Hours the school is in session:
         5.      Description of the group you observed:

                  A. What is the age range of the group?
                  B. How many children in the group?


   No. of boys?









     
               No. of girls?
                 C. Ratio of staff to children?
        6.      Basic philosophy of the school-- its stated aims and objectives of handout

B.     THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT - INDOOR

        1.      List the 5 materials the children used most often in free play, or materials

                 observe the children might use.             

                 1.
                 2.
                 3.
                 4.
                 5.
Describe the above free play:

         2.      Is a variety of material available in open shelves for the children to use when    

                  Interested?


     

Yes? 



     No? 
         3.      Indoor furnishings, materials and equipment well spaced for safety and usage?


     

Excellent

     average

poor

                  Describe:

         4.      Indoor materials and equipment that are unusual or unique?


     

Excellent 

     average

poor


                 Describe:

        5.      Give 2 examples of play materials conducive to small motor skills-digital             

                 (finger) dexterity.

                 1.
         
     2.
        6.      Give 2 examples of play materials conducive to imaginative and creative play.

                 1.
                 2.
        7.      Give 2 examples of play materials especially conducive to concept                         

                  Development (i.e.. number recognition, shapes, seriation, size, color, symbol, 

                  word recognition, etc.). Be specific, please list material and concept it
                  promotes.

                 1.
                 2.
        8.      Give 2 examples of indoor equipment and materials that might be used to help 

                 a child release and cope with negative feelings.

                 1.

                 2.

        9.      Are materials stored neatly and well spaced in individual units, i.e., boxes, \

                 plastic pails, pans, drawers, etc., so children can use them and return them 

                 without confusion and without being forced to share with a group.

                 

Yes 



No     

                 Describe how they were stored:

      10.       Can quiet and noisy activities go on without disturbing one another?

                                    Yes



No     

                 Is there an appropriate place for each?      Yes

No
                 Describe:

      11.      Where there teacher planned (vs. free play) and/or teacher directed indoor 

                 activities for the children?

Yes


No
                 Give three examples of these teacher planned activities or directed activities 

                 children are or could be involved in.

                 1.
                 2.
                 3.
     12.      Is the children’s art work displayed attractively at the child eye level?

                                    

Yes




No
                 Describe types of art displayed:

     13.      Did you observed any inappropriate equipment?
    Yes

    No
                1.
                2.
     14.      List and describe 2 things that made the room attractive.

                1.
                2.
     15.      List and describe 2 things that made the room unattractive.

                1.
                2.
     16.      How would you describe the overall space? 
very attractive
                better than average

 average 
needs some improvement

    unattractive
     17.      Describe: colors of walls and flooring, decorations in the room, kind and color          

                of furnishings.

     18.      Describe how the materials--furniture and activities, etc., are arranged and   

                placed in the room. (use DRAWING on a separated page. )

C. THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT -OUTDOOR

       1.      The variety of outdoor equipment is:



Excellent

Average

Poor
                 Describe:

       2.      Give 3 examples of large permanent apparatus.

                1.
                2.

    3.
       3.      Give 3 examples of portable play materials conducive to gross motor skills.


    1.

    2.
       4.      Outdoor equipment is will arranged for safety and usage.


    
   Excellent

  average

 poor

     Describe:

       5.      Any outdoor materials and equipment that are unique, different?



   Excellent

  average

 poor
                Describe:

       6,      Is there a variety of outdoor surfaces:


         Grass
cement

asphalt

dirt
    sand
        gravel
       7.      Describe 2 things that made the yard attractive.

                1.
                2.
       8.      Describe 2 things that made the yard unattractive.

                1.
                2.
       9.      How would you describe the overall play space?
    Very attractive

                better than average

average
needs some improvement


                Unattractive

     10.      Describe the shape of the yard, landscape (trees, flowers, grass, etc.), the   

                arrangement of equipment, activities and  choices for children. (use DRAWING                  

                on a separate page.)

     11.      Is the yard easy to supervise?

Yes

No

D. INTERPERSONAL ENVIRONMENT 

     TEACHER/CHILD RELATIONS

       1.      Is there a warm overall interpersonal environment (i.e., talk, touch, involved 

                with children)?



       Yes

No

Occasionally


    Describe: give a specific example

       2.      Did you fee the needs for basic trust and security were met (i.e., sharing 

                feelings, teacher approachable)?



       Yes

No

Occasionally


    Describe: give a specific example

       3.      Does the teacher use “open-end questions” encouraging the child to answer and 

                  think and participate in learning and discovery?


      Occasionally
  sometimes
          never

did not observe

                  Describe: give a specific example

         4.      Does the teacher use errors or mistakes as a learning experience for the child 

                  and move forward on a positive not?

                  Always
        often
        occasionally
       sometimes
never         

                  did not observe


      OR

         5.      Does the teacher dwell on the mistake or focus on the negative “you’re a bad 

                  child” and make a negative experience out of it?

                  Always
        often
        occasionally
       sometimes
never         

                  did not observe

         6.      What difference does it make which technique a teacher uses? (4&5).

         7. COMPETITION         ALL OF       MOST OF   SOME OF                           NOT

                                               THE TIME    THE TIME  THE TIME  SELDOM   AT ALL

	Is there outright Fostering of competition?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there enough equipment and materials?
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the teacher compare children?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there too many children in one activity at one time?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there an apparent plan for taking turns?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there outright favoritism?
	
	
	
	
	


         Describe your conclusions on competition at this school 

         8.      When limits are placed or directions given, do adults use reasoning and 

                  consistently follow through?

                          Always
often
    occasionally         
sometimes
     never

                          did not observe


                  Give a specific example:

         9.      Is the teacher a positive model for behavior and healthy attitudes (tone of 

                  voice, manners, treatment of children, etc.)?




Yes 

No


     Give a specific example:

      10.     Was there evidence that the teacher tried to include most of the children in 

                some manner during the activities you observed.
 Yes 

No 

                Give a specific example:

     11.     Where there children who did not engage in play activities?   Yes

No

                Describe:

     12.     Is there much freedom of choice allowed?       Yes 
No
    and what 

               were the alternatives for the children?


   Describe:

    13.      Were the majority of activities you observed:     teacher selected


   child selected

combination of both



   Give a specific example:
E.   ACTIVITIES TO STIMULATE DEVELOPMENT (EITHER DISPLAYED OR            

      BEING USED)

       1.      Are there opportunities for dramatic play? 
Yes

No

                Example:

       2.      Is there a housekeeping area, doll house?


 Yes

No

                Dress- up clothes for boys as well as girls?

 Yes

No

                Any other materials that might encourage interest and       Yes

No

                Involvement in dramatic play?         

                Examples:

       3.      Did you observe a variety of basic art supplies?  Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

       4.      Are there equipment and materials to stimulate language development?  

                





Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

       5.      Are there equipment and materials to stimulate concepts about people and how 

                they live together (families, community helpers, etc.)

                                                                                     Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

       6.      Are there equipment and materials to stimulate science concepts?

                                                                                     Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

       7.      Are there small manipulative toys t build eye-hand coordination and finger 

                dexterity?

                                                                                     Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

       8.      Are there some opportunities to follow patterns or achieve a predetermined 

                goal: puzzles, design blocks, dominos, matching games?

                                                                                     Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

       9.      Do children do things like cooking, planting a garden, caring for animals, field 

                trips?

                                                                                     Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

     10.      Are there provisions for children to learn through their senses (taste, smell, 

                 touch, etc.) as well as verbally?








   Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

     11.      Are there materials in the room that address the multicultural world in which 

                we live?

                                                                                       Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

     12.      Are there materials that encourage and foster care about our environment: 

                Recycling, posters, books, etc.?

                                                                                       Yes       No      Did not observe


    Examples:

F.             GOALS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD

       1.      Did observe the teacher helping a child development a positive self image/ 

                self  esteem? 

                    Very helpful
      helpful
      not helpful

  did not observe

       2.      Did you observe the teacher help the child in learning or improving gross and 

                small motor skills ( motor development)?

                    Very helpful
      helpful
      not helpful

  did not observe

       3.      Did the teacher stimulate language development by helping the child learn new

                vocabulary?

                     Very helpful
      helpful
      not helpful

  did not observe

       4.      Did the teacher help the child in encouraging cognitive growth in such areas as:

                understanding, perception, knowing, analyzing, questioning?

                      Very helpful
      helpful
      not helpful

  did not observe

       5.      Did the teacher help the child in encouraging creative growth by allowing the 

                child to explore materials rather than tell the child how to do things or by using   

                predetermined crafts with only one right way?

                      Very helpful
      helpful
      not helpful

  did not observe

       6.      Give one example from the above. (Give number from above.)                                                               

G.            GENERAL SUMMARY. YOU MUST ANSWER ALL AREAS OF THIS              

                SECTION.

                DESCRIBE, GIVE EXAMPLES IN EACH AREA

      A.      What is your overall opinion of indoor/outdoor environment.

                1.
   Include a description of indoor/ outdoor environment.

                2.
   Interactions between teacher and children.

                3.        Teacher characteristics and personality.

                4.        Activities.

                5.
   Selection of materials.

                6.
   Goals of early childhood ( see the 5 goals of this observation) give 

                           examples of goals being met or not met. 

                7.        How did you feel about the way they handled discipline at this school?

                           use examples.

                8.        Would you send your child to this school? Why or why not?

