MANDATORY EXTRA CREDIT ESSAY ASSIGNMENT
One reason why I assign essays is to help students become aware of their writing skills (or lack of them).  You are in college because you have realized that a piece of paper (a college degree) may give you an advantage in future employment opportunities.  However, you need to realize that in writing reports, memos, analyses, etc., neither I nor LAVC’s Writing Center will be there to advise you about run-on sentences, slang, spelling errors, subject-verb agreement, etc.  There isn’t a mental miracle that will suddenly enable a student to make clear sentences in a report that requires clarity and effective communication.

In that regard, it doesn’t matter if the essays are in a history class or biology, computer science, or even an English class.  Students need to establish a personal standard of writing quality that meets the requirements of future employers.


The first assignment in this class is to read an online article (it may include video) dealing with a history topic.  The student is to write an essay summarizing and evaluating the article.  This essay is to be about two pages long (400-500) words and follow the instructions provided to the class on font size, type of font, etc.  The essay is worth up to 25 extra credit points.  This means that the points received will be applied as extra credit to your final grade.  However, all students are required to do this essay.  NOTE: Students do not pick the essay.  I will assign a specific essay for the entire class.

The purpose of this essay assignment is to make sure that everyone understands the instructions given on the mechanics of writing an essay for the course.  Your syllabus has a page covering essay assignments and how they are to be done.  In the past too many students have not followed the instructions.  I have no desire to mark down a grade on work that could have received a better grade had the student just followed the instructions.  You should be aware that many LAVC instructors assume that you already know the rules involved in writing an essay.  It is possible that high school teachers didn’t tell you to use a capital letter for proper nouns or to put periods at the ends of sentences.  It’s also possible that you may be relying on SpellCheck without realizing that it is not perfect in checking for grammatical errors.  Although this is not an English class, your essays should be written in a manner that clearly communicates what it is you want to say.


LAVC has a Writing Center that offers peer assistance in doing essay assignments.  Unfortunately, many students do not make use of this opportunity.  They say they don’t have time to go to the Writing Center because they work full time.  However, the Writing Center also offers online assistance (but it takes 48 hours for a response, so if you wait until the last minute, the Center cannot help you).


When the Mandatory Extra Credit Essay Assignment (MECEA) is returned to you, some students may notice a big “WC” on the cover sheet of the work.  This means that in my judgment you need the assistance of the Writing Center in writing a more effective essay.  The first graded assignment will be Video Assignment #1, worth 100 points (one-fifth of the total points; see page 2 of syllabus.


If there is anything about this extra credit assignment that is not clear to you, please visit me during my office advisement time or send me an email at hoffmaaz@lavc.edu.
 

