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Adjectives
Adjectives typically describe an attribute of a noun or pronoun. Cold weather modifies, limits, changes the general noun weather.
One clue for identifying nouns is to put an adjective before the word in question. A, an, and the (called articles) are always adjectives and the easiest test words to use. 
Some adjectives can be identified by their endings. Typical adjective endings include:   


-able/-ible: achievable, capable, illegible, remarkable
-al: biographical, functional, internal, logical
-ful: beautiful, careful, grateful, harmful
-ic: cubic, manic, rustic, terrific
-ive: attractive, dismissive, inventive, persuasive
-less: breathless, careless, groundless, restless
-ous: courageous, dangerous, disastrous, fabulous
Many common adjectives cannot be identified by endings
bad 
brigh  
clever 
cold 
common 
complete 
dark 
deep 
difficult
distant 
elementary 
good 
great
honest
hot
main
morose
old
quiet
real 
red 
silent 
simple
strange
wicked
wide
young

A major subclass of adjectives can be formally distinguished by endings, this time by -ed or -ing endings: 

	-ed form
	computerized, determined, excited, misunderstood, renowned, self-centered, talented, unknown

	-ing form
	annoying, exasperating, frightening, gratifying, misleading, thrilling, time-consuming, worrying


Remember that some -ed forms, such as misunderstood and unknown, do not end in -ed at all. This is simply a cover term for this form. Adjectives with -ed or -ing endings are known as PARTICIPIAL ADJECTIVES, because they have the same endings as verb participles (he was training for the Olympics, he had trained for the Olympics).
Adjectives are quite diverse in form. 
Some characteristics may be used to identify adjectives.
Adjectives take different forms to indicate their position on a scale of comparison: 
big     bigger     biggest
The lowest point on the scale is known as the ABSOLUTE form, the middle point is known as the COMPARATIVE form, and the highest point is known as the SUPERLATIVE form. 
	Absolute
	Comparative
	Superlative

	dark
	darker
	darkest

	new 
	newer
	newest

	old
	older
	oldest

	young
	younger
	youngest

	
	BUT
	

	good
	better
	best

	bad
	worse
	worst

	far
	farther
	farthest

	important
	more important
	most important

	comfortable
	more comfortable
	most comfortable

	recent
	more recent
	most recent


 
Generally, adjectives of three or more syllables take more or most, but some two-syllable adjectives may.
When two or more adjectives appear before a noun, their relative order is fixed to a certain extent. For example, while complex mathematical studies is grammatically acceptable, mathematical complex studies is less so. There are names for various functions of adjectives, and those functions may determine the order. If you take more advanced grammar classes, you will encounter those functions and orders. At present, listening and reading to gain familiarity with English structures are your best approach to learning orders for adjectives.
In a series of adjectives, use commas to separate adjectives if and may be substituted for a particular comma. With the big red car, there is no comma because the big and red car seems to lose the sense of the phrase. With sad, lonely hours, there is a comma because the two adjectives carry separate and equal meanings. The hours are sad and lonely in a way that the car is not big and red.
