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Composition Terminology
A list of terms used in composition classes was included in handout 3. 

Here we begin looking more closely at terminology that can make learning a language more efficient. 

A. Words
      English words (and phrases) serve one of four functions: 

	1. they name (nouns and pronouns),

2. they predicate (verbs),

3. they describe or modify (adjectives and adverbs), or

4. they connect (prepositions and conjunctions).
	   *Do not ask what a word (or phrase) is.

   *Ask what it does.


      Textbooks treat eight parts of speech:

1. Nouns may be a. common or proper, b. singular or plural, c, subjective (used as subjects of verbs or subject complements, objective (used as objects of prepositions or of verbs), possessive (used to show ownership), d. appositives.

2. Pronouns may be a. singular or plural, b. personal (subjective, objective, or possessive), c. reflexive, d. demonstrative, e. relative, f. indefinite. (There are only a few pronouns—almost all can be put in a one-page table—but only verbs—of which there are thousands—produce more errors.) 

3. Verbs may be a. transitive or intransitive, b. action or linking, c. main or helping or auxiliary, d. in one of six relative times (present tense, past tense, future tense, present perfect, past perfect, future perfect), e. in active or passive voice, f. in indicative, imperative, or subjunctive mood (use indicative mood in college essays; use subjunctive, which can be difficult, occasionally; avoid imperative). 

4. Prepositions, their objects, and any modifiers of objects form prepositional phrases, which are adjectival or adverbial and which appear often in sentences.

5. Conjunctions may be coordinating or subordinating (with different punctuation for each).

6. Adjectives may be coordinate or cumulative.

7. Adverbs are complex in their applications.

8. Exclamations are not for use in college essays. 

         Additional terms related to parts of speech include articles, verbals (infinitives, participles, gerunds), and conjunctive adverbs.

B. Phrases include noun phrases, verb phrases, verbal phrases (participial phrases of particular concern),
       prepositional phrases, appositive phrases, absolute phrases.

C. Clauses may be independent or dependent (noun, adjective, adverb clauses)

D. Sentences may be simple, compound, complex, compound-complex.

E. Paragraphs may be opening or introductory, transitional, middle or developmental, or concluding. Sentences within paragraphs include thesis statements, topic sentences, developmental sentences . 

F. Essays (themes, compositions, papers, theses, dissertations), articles, stories, books.

G. Some or all of those units may be literal or figurative, concrete or abstract, denotative or connotative, positive or negative, ironic, facetious, or satiric and may include figures of speech such as similes and metaphors.

