H 3
Writing Assignments
Almost every night, you will write and submit a piece of original work. 
The progress that you make will depend on how thoroughly and conscientiously you do that work.

One purpose of all assignments is to develop good work habits. 










To do that, you begin now. 
You do the best you can in the time available, and you turn in your assignment.

Each time you do that, you learn better ways of working, and you develop confidence in your work.

At some point, you realize that the more quickly you start, the more time you have to work.

You will no longer waste time getting ready to start.

At some point, you realize that working with a system or a method produces more work faster.

You will no longer waste time starting and stopping, starting and stopping.

Those ways of working can become habits for this semester, 

and if you continue to work those ways in later semesters, they will become habits for life.

Many beginning college students have not developed good work habits. 

They may resist writing because they think that they cannot do what is assigned or 







    that they may not be able to do it as it should be done. 


They may not turn in assignments. 

If asked why, they may say, "I couldn’t think of anything" or "I didn't finish."

English 33 is a class for getting past that, for learning what to do and how to do it.

To acquire any skill—physical or mental—one must practice. Writing assignments are practice.

What you turn in at the beginning is not as important as the act of turning something in.

It does not matter whether you have the idea right or whether your spelling, punctuation, grammar, and other matters are in college form. You are not expected to do what you have not learned to do. 
Do the best that you can on any assignment and turn it in without worrying or being nervous.

Look upon the assignment as an exercise that will help you become better. 
Make your mistakes with comfort and confidence. 
If you make no mistakes, you do not need the class.

Writing assignments may take several forms. Here are two of those forms, which will draw upon articles from Monday editions of the Los Angeles Times (at newsstands or online at www.latimes.com). 
A. A list of four or five words taken from the newspaper with definitions and sentences in the following format

1.a. The word followed by the part of speech and definition copied from your dictionary
       (The word in the newspaper will be used as one part of speech; copy that part of the definition.  If you are not certain what that part of speech is, ask. Use that same part of speech for 1.c.)
1.b.The sentence or part of the sentence showing use of the word in the newspaper
1.c. A sentence that you write, which shows (through context) the way the word is used 

       (That is difficult. It also provides opportunity for gaining writing skill.
B. A paragraph summarizing an article from the newspaper

1  Read the article straight through once without marking anything. Think about what you read.
2. Read and underline words and phrases that are interesting or unclear or unknown.
If not knowing a word makes meaning of the sentence unclear, take time to use your dictionary.
If you understand the idea but remain unclear about meaning of a particular word or phrase, you
may continue to read and check such words or phrases in your dictionary after you finish reading.

Read for context. Develop good practice for using dictionaries.
Get all dictionary information: spelling, pronunciation, grammar, etymology, definitions, usage notes, synonyms, and antonyms. Use that information to aid understanding.
3. Whether or not all parts of the article are clear, ask yourself, "What is the writer's main idea?" 
On a piece of scratch paper, try writing (and rewriting) that idea in one sentence. 
4. Next, ask yourself, "What points does the writer make to develop that main idea?" 
Make a list of those points. After that, ask yourself, "What are the reasons the writer gives for what he or she says happens?" Make a list of those reasons.

5. You will then have what you need to write a summary of the article. You will learn later some of the ways in which summaries are developed. At first, simply put your answers to those three questions into sentences. You can probably do that in about half a page. Write it only once on good paper. Do not write and then make another copy.

This is a learning exercise; it is not a test: whatever you write will be a good start.

6. When you are finished, proofread what you have written. That is the time to check spelling, grammar, and other such matters. Make corrections by drawing one line through what is not to be read and writing neatly above that what you do want read. (Wide-ruled paper makes that possible.)
7. Fold your paper the long way with the writing inside. On the outside, write your name on the top line (not above and not below) and the date on the second line. When I pick up your paper, I should see your name and the date as if they were the title on the front cover of a book with the fold on the left. Lifting the right edge should show what is to be read just as lifting the right edge of a book cover shows the contents. 
8. Place your paper on the table in the front of the room. Leave quietly or work or read quietly.
Say, “All right. I am on my way."
You may go to the front table and ask questions while work is in progress.

You will be given ample time for the assignment so that you do not need to feel extra pressure. 

At ten or fifteen minutes before the class is to end, if you have not started proofreading, stop writing and start proofreading. An incomplete paper with corrections is worth far more than an uncorrected paper.
Use these two exercises for building vocabulary
Later assignments will include essays on assigned topics.
See the syllabus for other information on writing assignments.
