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The limits of my language mean the limits of my world. -Ludwig Wittgenstein, philosopher (1889-1951)

Letter from the Editor - Preface to the 2000 Edition of Encarta World English Dictionary:
Dear Linguist,

You may not think of yourself as a language specialist, but you are. If you hear a new word or phrase, if you read a new word or phrase, you notice it right away. Soon you know what it means, and then you are using it all the time. Remember when you did not talk about cellphones? Snowboards? Morphing? Infomercials?

Many scientists believe that the ability to learn language is basic to the human brain. Linguistic power shapes the human experience, separating Homo sapiens from every other kind of life. Language is the basis of imagination: "Once upon a time." "Call me Ishmael." "In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit." Language carries knowledge, the accumulated millennia-long discoveries of women and men from all cultures. If our species began with the power of language, civilization opens with writing, through which we hear our ancestors and learn from people all over the world. "Cogito, ergo sum." "E=mc2"

Today, writing and speech around the world are, very often, in English. Born in historical circumstances (the Roman, Saxon, Viking, and Norman conquests), English has been carried by historical processes everywhere that people live and work. Because it is so widespread, English draws people to learn it so that they can extend their reach. More often a second language than a first, it is presently shared by one and a half billion people, of whom half are learning it now.

Even native speakers of English never finish learning it. Its success is not only a matter of history. English is among the most absorbent languages ever known. It never met a word it didn't like. Every year it adds thousands of new words, phrases, and usages to its vocabulary. Sports, music, computing, medicine, food, astronomy—all constantly create new English. Instantaneous communication means that New York knows tomorrow what Hong Kong, Calcutta, Johannesburg, or Nairobi is saying tonight. If you were not a language specialist, you would still live in a world in which surfing needed water and browsers needed books.

The Encarta World English Dictionary is an image of English at the turn of the millennium. This work is as new as now. Every other dictionary in English is based on work at least 30 years old. Some dictionaries go back more than a century. Everyone knows about Webster—but Webster died in 1843. He would have a very hard time understanding you, and the nightly news would throw him for a loop, once he learned what that means.

All of Encarta World English Dictionary has been written in the last three years, and it was completed weeks ago. Its vocabulary has been newly selected from sources showing how modern English is used internationally, in print and on broadcasts and over the Internet. The dictionary staff lives all over the world. This is the dictionary that e-mail built. Because it has been designed for students, professionals, listeners, and readers of all sorts, it is comprehensively authoritative, able to guide you through Shakespeare's pages as well as the Web's.

You will find here every kind of language information. Wondering how to pronounce a word? Audio recordings will tell you—aloud. Wondering how to use a word? Usage essays and synonym essays provide detailed discussion and advice. Curious where words and meanings come from? Etymologies and word origin essays show you: peaches from Persia, bungalows from Bengal, jeans from Genoa.

Language belongs to its users, and Encarta World English Dictionary gives it back to you. With it, containing the best that words can do, this disk contains the newly collected Encarta Book of Quotations. Here are, immortal or from yesterday, the great thoughts, songs, insults, dreams, vows, doubts, and jokes that English has phrased. It is like a highlights reel of this language's ten centuries. For dipping into, for examining words in action, for seeking inspiration, or just to borrow the best, here is a wealth of treasures.

Further riches fill the Longman's Original Roget's Thesaurus, the Microsoft Press Computer/Internet Dictionary, and the Encarta Guide to Style and Usage. Synonyms, buzzwords, technical terms, grammar, syntax—here are resources that will enable you to express yourself fully, precisely, and gracefully.

Language is the human condition. The power of language contained in Encarta World English Dictionary and its associated titles gives you the power to sound as smart as you are. For the hundreds of people who have worked on this product, I welcome you and offer our hope that this reference gives you pleasure, knowledge, profit, and the same excitement in language that it has given all of us.

Best wishes,

Richard Bready





Reference Productivity Products Group

Editorial Director




Microsoft Corporation
Each of us has several vocabularies. 

We have large recognition vocabularies and smaller ones for speaking and writing.

We have vocabularies for home, school, work, special interests, and social groups. Generally, those vocabularies contain the same words, but there are certain words that we use or do not use, depending upon who will hear or read those words. Appropriate word usage may be instinctual; much of it must be learned. English 33 is concerned with vocabularies in general and one for college writing in particular. The class is, however, only one step in development of rich and enriching vocabularies.
Hearing a word spoken, seeing a word written, writing the word, and speaking the word are ways to learn a word.

The meanings of words learned through context, however, are not precise.  Dictionaries are needed for that.

You need a dictionary that can be carried with you and a desk dictionary at home for fuller definitions.

Dictionaries may list meanings in the order of frequency of use or in historical order. Know which you have.

Develop a habit of opening a dictionary whenever there is a concern or question.

With the skill that practice develops, you can get answers without wasting time.

The better you read, the better student you can be and the richer vocabularies you can acquire.
From your reading, select three useful or interesting words each week. Turn them in the following week.

Start your collection of words now. Use note cards, a loose-leafed notebook, a spiral notebook, a computer file, or a combination that will allow you to find particular words. Be concerned first with words that you are likely to use but also look at words that intrigue, delight, or amuse. (Wordplay can be a pleasurable pursuit.) Enter a word, its definitions, and other forms. Enter its origin to help you understand or apply the word. 

Compose sentences using the word. Work it into conversation.

The Internet is a valuable resource. We can look at uses and share sites. 

Adding the word definition to any word you enter in a search box on Google or Yahoo produces definitions from many sources. Here is one such definition:

vo·cab·u·lar·y (vō-kăb'yə-lĕr'ē) [image: image1.png]



n., pl. -ies.

1. All the words of a language.

2. The sum of words used by, understood by, or at the command of a particular person or group.

3. A list of words and often phrases, usually arranged alphabetically and defined or translated; a lexicon or glossary.

4. A supply of expressive means; a repertoire of communication: a dancer's vocabulary of movement.
[French vocabulaire, from Old French, from Medieval Latin vocābulārium, from neuter of vocābulārius, of words, from Latin vocābulum, name. See vocable.]
Here are other definitions of vocabulary on the Web:

· a listing of the words used in some enterprise 

· a language user's knowledge of words 

· the system of techniques or symbols serving as a means of expression (as in arts or crafts); "he introduced a wide vocabulary of techniques" 
wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn
· A vocabulary is a set of words known to a person or other entity, or that are part of a specific language. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocabulary
· The body of words used in a particular language or in a particular sphere of activity; the body of words known to an individual person; a list of difficult or foreign words with an explanation of their meanings.
www.bolton.ac.uk/learning/bissto/glossary/
· The stock or repertoire of words from which to name or describe phenomena within a language or knowledge base (Lang, et al, 1995)
www.nursingworld.org/ojin/tpc7/tpc7_2.htm
· This structure contains a list of variables and related words. Words in one vocabulary may not access to word in other vocabularies thus allowing data hiding. Used as a command, vocabulary creates a new vocabulary.
www.pcai.com/web/glossary/pcai_d_f_glossary.html
· The author's choice of individual words - which may be drawn from various registers such as colloquial, literary, technical, slang, journalism, and may vary from simple and direct to complex and sophisticated.
www.mantex.co.uk/ou/resource/lit-term.htm
· is problematic in the molecular biology community because of the diversity of specialized domains and the process of scientific discovery, especially in genome research. ``Biology...involves concepts that are dynamic, or fluid, meaning that the phenomena under study, and the scientists' understanding of them, keep changing'' [5]. Experimental errors or approximations are common occurrences and definitions for concepts that follow these errors will evolve over time. ...
ai.bpa.arizona.edu/papers/cscw94/cscw94.html
· A list or collection of words and definitions, or the language used by a specific group.
www.nmlites.org/standards/language/glossary.html
· is words known or used by a person or a group.
assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/modules/6/glossary.php
· the particular selection or types of words chosen in speech or writing
www.nwlg.org/pages/resources/knowitall/resources/english.htm
· a set of words, terms, codes, used by a language, group, or work or in a field of knowledge.
threeseas.net/vic/html/vic-definitions.html
· all the words of a language.
www.nde.state.ne.us/READ/FRAMEWORK/glossary/general_u-z.html
· The words the students knows and can use. The more words the student knows the greater his vocabulary is.
www.geocities.com/clearbirds/study/glosstudy.htm
· A set of words used in the grammar that an engine can recognize in a certain state.
www.em-t.com/d-glossary.htm
· A list of terms relating to a specific subject field, together with equivalents and definitions (or explanations) in two or more languages. cf. glossary, language dictionary.
www.translationbureau.gc.ca/pwgsc_internet/fr/publications/gratuit_free/man_termino/glossaire_e.htm
· A list that describes definitions of classes and related constructs
www.das.ufsc.br/engsoft/wwwis.cs.utwente.nl/dmrg/OODOC/oodoc/oo-13.3.html
In addition to a wealth of free information about words, the Internet advertises courses and study guides available for a fee. The website http://www.freevocabulary.com/ offers some free information and some for a fee.                            [As with any advertisement, the watchword is caveat emptor (let the buyer beware)]. 

Study pages 1-3 for appreciation of language and personal enrichment.

Study page 4 for passing composition classes.
The Vocabulary of Grammar and Writing

Of the many terms in use, here is one basic selection. Knowing these terms can be a meaningful advantage in all English courses and will allow you to master other terms as needed. 

	parts of speech

noun

     common, proper 

….possessive

     countable, uncountable

     collective

pronoun

     personal

     reflexive

     relative

     indefinite

verb

     active

     passive

     transitive

     intransitive

     linking

     present tense

     past tense

     future tense

     perfect tenses

     progressive tenses

conjunction

     coordinating 

     subordinating

preposition

adjective

     article

     compound

     serial
	adverb

subject

predicate

direct object

indirect object

subject complement

object of preposition

phrase

     noun, verb

     prepositional, participial

clause

     independent clause

     dependent clause

         noun, adjective, adverb

number

     singular

     plural

agreement

indicative mood

subjunctive mood

imperative mood

subjective case

objective case

possessive case

active voice

passive voice

appositive, apposition

simple, compound

comparative, superlative

fragment, run-on sentence


Related Terms for College Writing

	denote, denotation, denotative

connote, connotation, connotative

literal, figurative

concrete, abstract 

parallel structure
	essay, theme, term paper, research paper

thesis, thesis statement, central idea

paragraph

topic sentence, support, development

introduction, conclusion


