PAGE  
5

	H 15 English 33     Spelling
	Fall 2009
	Boston


TEN WAYS TO BECOME A BETTER SPELLER
If you do not currently spell well, take heart. The following suggestions can help. 

1.
Wait until you edit to check spellings. If you check during drafting and revising, you may check a word that you take out later. Furthermore, if you check spellings too soon, your attention will be diverted from the more pressing drafting and revising concerns.



2.
Use a dictionary when you edit your writing to check every word of which you are unsure. If you have even the slightest doubt, consult your dictionary; you can find the word in less time than it takes to wonder.

3.
Edit slowly, however; it easy to read past words you tend to misspell.

4.
Use an electronic spellchecker, a handheld model or one that is part of your word processing program.


5.
Keep a personal spelling list.  Exchange your list with others. 

6.
Spell by syllables.  Sound out long words syllable by syllable:  cit-i-zen-ship.
7.
Spell part by part:  hand-book,  ground-work,  un-break-able.
8.
Pronounce words correctly, and you are more likely to spell them correctly.  For example, you may misspell "athlete" if you pronounce it incorrectly as "athelete."

9.
Use memory tricks. For example, you may spell "tragedy" correctly if you remember that it contains the word "rage" and that characters in a tragedy are often filled with rage.

10.
 Learn the standard spelling rules. 
IDENTIFYING VOWELS AND CONSONANTS
To apply many of the spelling rules below, you must know the difference between vowels and consonants.

1.
These letters are vowels:  a, e, i, o, u
2.
All other letters, except y, are always consonants.

3.
The letter y can be a consonant or a vowel, depending on the way it sounds.


y as a vowel sound: silly, why, try, hymn, company

y as a consonant sound: yellow, young, yet
RULE 1. ADDING A PREFIX
A prefix is more letters added to the beginning of a word to create a new word with a new meaning.

Prefix 
+
Word
=           New Word with New Meaning
il
+
legal
=
illegal

im
+
mature
=
immature

un
+
eaten
=
uneaten

im
+
mobile
=
immobile

mis
+
spell
=
misspell

When a prefix is added, the spelling of the base word does not change.

The prefix rule often results in double letters.

RULE 2. ADDING ENDINGS TO WORDS WITH A FINAL -Y

When you add an ending to a word with a final -y, change the -y to "an i if there is a consonant before the -y.  Keep the -y if a vowel appears before it.

Consonant before the Final -y: Change the -y to i
cry + ed = cried 
kindly + ness = kindliness
happy + est = happiest

study + ed = studied
Vowel before the Final -Y: Keep the -y
boy + s = boys

play + er = player
enjoy + ment = enjoyment


relay + ed = relayed
BE CAREFUL:  Here are some exceptions to the rule for you to memorize.

day + ly = daily      dry + ly = dryly       qay + ly = _qaily 

lay + ed = laid        pay + ed = paid      say + ed = said       shy + ly = shyly
When you add the ending –ing, keep the –y.
employ + inq = employing      enjoy + ing =  enjoyinq      
say + inq = saying                  try + ing = trying
RULE 3. ADDING ENDINGS TO WORDS WITH A FINAL -E
When you add an ending to a word with a final -e, drop the -e if the ending begins with a vowel.  

Keep the -e if the ending begins with a consonant.

Endings Beginning with a Vowel: Drop the -e
dine + er = diner [One -e is dropped.] drive + in = driving love + able = lovable 
 move + ed       moved [One -e is dropped.]

Endings Beginning with a Consonant: Keep the -e
care + less = careless       place + ment = placement      false + hood = falsehood      plate + ful = plateful
BE CAREFUL.  Here are some exceptions for you to memorize.

acknowledge + ment = acknowledgment      argue + ment = argument     
awe + ful = awful      

couraqe + ous = courageous     judge + ment = judgment      m ile + a ,qe = mileage   

nine + th = ninth     not'ice + able = noticeable     true + /y = truly
RULE 4. DOUBLING THE FINAL CONSONANT IN ONE-SYLLABLE WORDS
When you add an ending to a one-syllable word, double the final consonant if:


1. The ending begins with a vowel (-ing, -ed, -er, -est, and so forth) and

2. The last three letters of the word are consonant-vowel-consonant (C-V-C).


One-Syllable Word
Ending Beginning

Final Consonant


Ending in C-V-C

with a Vowel

=
Doubled



cvc


run
+     

       er


=
runner


 
  cvc


grab
+   

+    ing


=
grabbing

 

  cvc



slim
+   

      est
 

=
slimmest

BE CAREFUL: Here are some exceptions to memorize:

box + ing = boxing,   bus + ing = busing  [Bussing means "kissing"],   saw + ed = sawed.
Do not double the final consonant when the word does not end in C-V-C.

One-Syllable Word
    Ending Beginning

Final Consonant

Not Ending in C-V-C
    with a Vowel
=

Not Doubled



clear


+      est


=
clearest



peel


+      ing

=

peeling



fear


+      ed


=
feared

RULE 5. DOUBLING THE FINAL CONSONANT IN WORDS OF MORE THAN ONE SYLLABLE
In words with more than one syllable, double the final consonant if all three of the following conditions are met.

1.  The ending begins with a vowel (-ed, -ing, -er, -est, and so forth).

2.  The last three letters of the word are consonant-vowel-consonant (C-V-C).

3.  The accent (stress or emphasis) is on the last syllable (begin).


Two or More Syllables

Ending


 
Final


Word Ending in C-V-C

Beginning with

Consonant


with Accent on Last Syllable  
a Vowel
=

Doubled



    cvc



begin

+

     er

=

beginner



     cvc



regret

+
     ed

=

regretted



     cvc



permit

+     
     ing

=

permitting

If one or more of the three conditions is not met, do not double the final consonant.

1.  If the ending does not begin with a vowel, do not double the consonant.

commit + ment = commitment
2. If the last three letters are not C-V-C, do not double the consonant.

befriend + ed = befriended
3. If the accent is not on the last syllable, do not double the consonant.

visit + or = visitor
Do not double the final consonant if the accent moves from the last syllable when the ending is added.

Accent on last syllable: prefer
Accent moves to first syllable: preference [Do not double the consonant.]

BE CAREFUL: Here are some exceptions to memorize.

cancel + ation = cancellat'ion     
 equip + ed = equipped      

excel + ence = excellence 

excel + ent = excellent
RULE 6. ADDING -S OR -ES
Most nouns add -s to form the plural.

Singular Noun


Plural Noun


     girl



     girls

     hat



     hats

     shoe


     shoes

     umbrella


     umbrellas
Most verbs add -s in the present tense when their subject is he, she, it, or a singular noun.


It
}

The chef}

Maria
}
makes, stirs, cooks, eats, sleeps, feels. . . .

She
}

He
}
If a word ends in -s, -x, -z, -ch, or -sh, add -es.
address + es = addresses     birch   +  es = birches     dish + es = dishes
mix + es = mixes     waltz + es = waltzes
If a word ends in a consonant and -y, change the -y to -i and add -es.  

If the word ends in a vowel and -y, add –s only.

Consonant and -y             Vowel and -y


fly         flies

   toy     toys



guppy    guppies
   boy     boys



lady       ladies

   key     keys

If a word ends in a consonant and -o, add -es. If the word ends in a vowel and -o, add –s only.
Consonant and -o

Vowel and -o


hero
   heroes

patio
patios

tornado   tornadoes

radio
radios

NOTE:
Many words related to music add -s.  Some are exceptions to the rule above, and some are not.

altos         radios       sopranos         pianos       solos       trios
RULE 7. CHOOSING BETWEEN ie AND ei
Here is an old rhyme that can help you decide whether ie or ei is correct.


Use i before e


Except after c


Or when sounded like a,

As in "neighbor" and "weigh."

1.  Use i before e:

achieve     chief     priest     believe     qrief     yield
2.  Except after c (that is, use ei after c):
ceiling      deceive     receipt     conceive     perceive     receive
3.  Or when sounded like a, as in "neighbor" and "weigh" (use ei when the sound is a long a):

freight     sleigh      veil      neighbor      their     weigh
4.  The previous three rules apply when ie and ei are pronounced as one syllable.  They do not apply when the letters are divided between two syllables.  Usually when the letters are divided between two syllables, you can tell the spelling by the sound, as these examples show:  deity         diet         science
BE CAREFUL: Here are some exceptions to memorize.


ancient

height


protein

caffeine

leisure

seize

either


neither

weird
Frequently Misspelled Words  (Add your problem words.)

Spelling errors with the starred words (*) may result from confusion with other words.  See a list of confused words.  Check precise meanings in a dictionary or handbook.

Already is an adverb of time (It is already midnight); all ready (All matters are prepared for the next action) and a lot are two-word expressions.  (Allot, a word meaning to apportion, is pronounced the same way as a lot.)

The expression all right (opposite of all wrong) is always two words.  Alright is not standard. 

Belief and breath are nouns; believe and breathe are verbs.

The past and past participle forms of the verb choose are chose and chosen.  (Choice is a noun.)

The noun conscience refers to an awareness of right and wrong; the adjective conscious indicates being awake, alert, aware of one’s surroundings (as opposed to unconscious).

Device is a noun; devise is a verb.

Seize is confused with size.  Than is confused with then.

1. absence

2. accidentally

3. accommodate

4. acquaintance

5. acquire

6. across

7. address

8. already* 

9. all right* 

10. a lot*

11. answer

12. anxious

13. argument

14. arithmetic

15. athlete

16. athletics

17. attendance

18. awful

19. awkward

20. beautiful

21. becoming

22. beginning

23. belief*

24. believe* 

25. benefit

26. breath*

27. breathe* 

28. business

29. calendar

30. cannot

31. career

32. careful

33. careless

34. cemetery

35. certain

36. changeable

37. chief

38. choose* 
39. cigarette

40. colonel

41. conscience 

42. daily

43. definite

44. definitely

45. dependent

46. design

47. desperate

48. develop

49. device* 

50. devise*

51. different

52. disappear

53. disappearance

54. early

55. embarrass

56. entrance

57. environment

58. especially

59. everything

60. exaggerate

61. exercise

62. existence

63. experience

64. familiar

65. fascinate

66. February

67. finally

68. foreign

69. forty

70. fourth

71. fragrant

72. friend

73. fulfill

74. generally

75. government

76. grammar

77. harass

78. height

79. hindrance

80. holiday

81. illegal

82. 
immediately

83. important

84. incredible

85. independent

86. integration

87. intelligence

88. interest

89. interesting

90. interfere

91. irresistible

92. jewelry

93. judgment

94. knowledge

95. library

96. license

97. literature

98. loneliness

99. maintenance

100. mathematics

101. medicine

102. memento

103. million

104. minute

105. miracle

106. miscellaneous

107. mischief

108. necessary

109. neighbor

110. noticeable

111. nuisance

112. occasion

113. occur

114. occurred

115. occurrence

116. occurring

117. occurs

118. offered

119. parallel

120. peculiar

121. personnel

122. politics

123. possess

124. possesses

125. potato

126. potatoes

127. practically

128. precede

129. preferred

130. prejudice

131. 
preparation

132. prescription

133. president

134. privilege

135. proceed

136. professor

137. receive

138. recipe

139. recognize

140. reference

141. referred

142. referring

143. relief

144. relieve

145. resemblance

146. restaurant

147. reverence

148. rhythm

149. ridiculous

150. roommate

151. sandwich

152. secretary

153. seize*

154. sentence

155. separate

156. several

157. similar

158. sincerely

159. strength

160. studying

161. succeed

162. surprise

163. temperature

164. than*

165. thorough

166. tomato

167. tomatoes

168. tragedy

169. truly

170. unnecessary

171. until

172. usually

173. vegetable

174. visitor

175. Wednesday

176. weird

177. window

178. withhold

179. woman

180. women

181. writing

182. written

