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H 1

	English 33 Syllabus, Part One
	Fall 2011
	Boston


The catalog description of English 33 reads:

This course enlarges and enriches a student’s vocabulary through reading and the study of word meanings, structures, and origins. It develops a student’s ability to spell, read aloud, paraphrase, summarize, respond to readings, and use context, dictionaries, and other tools for vocabulary building.


The objective of English 33 is to achieve the basic skill level needed for success in the sequence of college composition classes—English 21, 28, 101—and in all other classes that require writing. You should develop an understanding and appreciation of words in general—sounds, meanings, origins, applications—and particularly the words used in composition classes.

English 33 is not an ESL class. English 33 is given college credit but does not count for a degree.
If, for any reason, you think that you should have been placed in a different class, talk with a counselor.


Students generally take English 21 after taking English 33. The essential measure, therefore, for achieving success in English 33 is demonstration of a reasonable expectation for success in English 21.

The objective of English 21 is to achieve the ability to write effective sentences in standard English.


We will discuss objectives and activities in terms of what you should accomplish in English 33.


For fall 2011, the first class meeting is August 30, and the final test is December 13, 7-9pm. 

See the schedule of classes for last dates for adding or dropping classes and for other dates.

Materials Needed 

There is no required text. Some recommended materials are in this syllabus; others will be given in class.

A printed (not electronic) dictionary in required and must be taken to all class meetings. Any printed dictionary you already have is acceptable whether it is a small paperback or a desk dictionary. (If the dictionary was printed more than ten years ago, it will allow the class to discover the ways that words change, but at some time you will want a dictionary that shows current meanings.) The campus bookstore carries several good dictionaries. 
Having many different dictionaries in the classroom will mean more fun and more surprises than if everyone had the same dictionary.

Word meanings are elusive.

The worst dictionary is probably better than none; the best dictionary is not always satisfactory.

To help you select a dictionary, list a few words and find them in several dictionaries. Choose two or three words that you know well and use often, perhaps on a job; then choose two or three other words that you know less well or use less frequently. Here are some words that one hears often and about which there is disagreement concerning meanings: issue, absolutely, amnesty, sanctuary, consequences, chaos, theory, viable. You will feel more comfortable or more nearly satisfied with entries in one dictionary than in another.

A good desk dictionary is a one-book reference library. In definitions or in front or back matter, there is information about people, places, and things; there are biographical entries with dates, geographical entries (maps), rules for spelling and punctuation, abbreviations, other instructions, tables, names, colleges.

A good dictionary provides pronunciation, grammatical information, etymology, definitions, synonyms, antonyms, and notes on usage. To gain command of a word, study all parts of the dictionary entry. Do not learn the spelling and then misuse the word. Do not look at the meaning and then misspell the word. Do not take the first meaning and ignore others. Do not fail to note that a word may be termed archaic, slang, nonstandard, regional.

2. Reading Material: Monday edition of the Los Angeles Times 

Each week, turn through the main sections and the business section, reading articles of interest. Read almost all of the health section. Calendar and sports sections may also be of interest. Begin a list of interesting or unfamiliar words (five or more each week); copy the sentences in which those words appear and study definitions of those words. Some of those words will be used in class. Take the paper to class with you each week.
3. Writing Supplies: notebook, pens, composition paper
Use a notebook of your choice for taking notes in class and for holding handouts and other materials.

Use black, blue, or blue-black ink for any work you turn in; those are the standard colors for college work.
Use wide-ruled, 8 ½ x 11 loose-leafed paper for any work turned in. Many stores no longer carry that paper. 

Buy one package at the LAVC bookstore. That paper will make you and your work look better than other papers.  In college classes, never submit any work on narrow ruled paper or on paper torn from a spiral notebook. 
4. Handbook: not required; useful
A handbook explains grammar and punctuation, offers instruction for word usage, includes a glossary of confused words, gives advice for using dictionaries, shows ways to write effective grammatical sentences, shows common errors and flaws, demonstrates various ways for building paragraphs, shows the process for writing a college essay, and contains other useful material. Some use the word guide in the title rather than handbook. Handbooks today may feature CDs or online assistance. 

Major publishers offer handbooks. The one from Harcourt Brace publishers is titled the Harbrace Handbook. The Little Brown Handbook does not have that title because it is little and brown but because a man named Little and a man named Brown established a publishing company. Those two handbooks have been among the best for many years. Today, other handbooks may be more widely used.

Teachers of English 28 and English 101 are likely to assign handbooks. Look through bookstore shelves for 28 and 101 textbooks. If you have access to a handbook or to vocabulary texts, readers, grammar texts, style books, spelling books, or workbooks, you can gain skill and knowledge from such resources.
Course Standards and Requirements

English 33 is a credit/no-credit course. Instead of receiving letter grades, students are assigned “CR” for credit or “NC” for no credit. CR and NC do not affect grade point average. 
To earn a CR in English 33, a student must demonstrate skills needed to be successful in English 21. 

One semester, however, may not provide adequate time to develop those skills. If letter grades were assigned in English 33, those who simply need more time would receive grades of D or F, which is an unfair penalty. NCs allow taking English 33 a second semester to become ready without a grade point penalty.  (There is no point in going to English 21 if there is no expectation for success.)

Enrollment and Exclusions

Students on the roster are enrolled. Other students may be given add permits depending on the number already enrolled. Add permits must be processed by the Admissions Office to establish official enrollment.

The third or fourth week, each instructor receives a roster of officially enrolled students. That roster is used to exclude students who have never attended or who have shown a pattern of absences.

After that, you will not be excluded for non-attendance. If you stop attending, you will receive an NC. Your grade point average will not be affected, but you will lose a semester of eligibility for English 33. (Drop dates are given in the schedule of classes.)


For the remainder of the syllabus, go to http://lavc.edu/instructor/boston_l/. 
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Course Plan

Weekly work on vocabulary and composition skills will include study of word characteristics (literal and figurative; concrete and abstract), word meanings, dictionary information, college compositions (with specific writing assignments), and related matters. 
Keep all submitted work neatly in a notebook or folder for review at the end of the semester. 
Recommendations for Success

Many students make much progress, many students make little or no progress, and many rest along the line between. Here are approaches that can make a difference in the extent of your progress.

1. Set personal objectives.

In all of life, one needs distant goals to set direction and near goals to give a sense of accomplishment.
For English 33, set a goal for the semester and separate goals during the semester.

a. Set a general goal. Decide early what level of skill you want to achieve and the weekly number of hours you will need to reach that objective. Be realistic. Decide analytically whether you can expect to achieve readiness for English 21 in one semester or in two semesters. 
b. Set specific goals for each week, for each assignment, for each test. See Recommendation 5.
2. Attend class.

Each week, aspects of word meanings and usage will be explained; writing tips and techniques will be presented; matters of construction, usage, and style will be discussed. You cannot get those valuable lessons (which were developed from many books and much experience) outside class—unless you consult many books and in some way gain much experience.

3. Be attentive. 

If you do not hear or hear part—but not all—of an explanation, you are likely to repeat errors and to continue to use wrong, inappropriate, or imprecise words and nonstandard constructions. You cannot expect to succeed if you divide your attention between class work and something else (such as electronic devices or exchanges with other students).
4. Take notes.

You cannot remember all the instructions and suggestions you will be given. Write them. If you do not write them, you cannot review them, and you will lose points again and again on matters you could master. Review those notes. Organize them weekly.

5. Complete all assignments.

The good student keeps a list of all assignments and makes notes of progress and completion. Failure to complete assignments creates bad habits, which can result in non-credit for English 33 and lower grades in other courses. The in-class work and tests will be the measure of your success. The work you do outside class will determine how well you do on the in-class work and tests.
a. For this semester, your general assignment is to print and study the handouts, listen carefully in class, take notes, complete specific assignments, keep all your work, read, make a list of words, and review all those things regularly and thoughtfully.
b. For any writing assignment, follow instructions, plan, write, and proofread. Always submit something. In this and in other classes, there may be a time when you do not feel well or when you do not respond to the assigned work, but do not let either possibility cause you to think that it would be better to do nothing. You will accomplish something by submitting your best effort: you will have reached a goal; you will have one more experience on which to build; you will have gained confidence in your ability. Not submitting work has the opposite effect.

c. For reading assignments in all classes, read once for general impression. Think about what you read. Consider who is involved or affected, what is done, said, or thought, what results occurred or will occur, when and where events occurred, how and why events occurred. Reread the article as many times as needed. Make notes about important points. Think who, what, where, when, why, and how in all aspects of what you read. (See Recommendation 8 below.)

d. Use any system that works for you to organize your class notes: loose-leafed notebook, note cards, computer—any method that allows you to add information to appropriate sections. Use headings such as new words, special words, confused words, grammar, punctuation, usage, practices to master, practices to avoid, and so on. Add subheadings when they are helpful. After each class, review the notes taken in class, then insert each note under the appropriate heading. You will thereby be able to find what you need and to study any particular matter without having to search all your notes.

e. Study those organized notes and any comments on completed work. 
f. Learn to use reference books such as the handbooks mentioned earlier. The more that you use those books, the faster you will find answers and the more benefit you will gain.
g. Make your dictionaries your primary references. Learn the ways that your dictionary lists meanings; learn the pronunciation symbols. Develop the habit of reaching for a dictionary whether you need spelling or meaning. You can find a word in a dictionary in ten, twenty seconds—far less time than you would spend wondering whether there is one s or two, the vowel is a or e. You will increase the number of words you know; you will increase the precision with which you use words; you will gain confidence.
(When you write in class, do not pause to check spelling until you begin proofreading.)
h. Write something every day.

Write about what you do, what you think, what you observe. 
Write about those times when you wanted to say something and did not. 
(If you write a personal journal, keep it in a notebook labeled “Class Assignments.” That will keep the nosy away.) 

6. Schedule definite time for work outside class.

Set regular times to review all your work. Set times to read and times to write; a personal journal can be quite rewarding (see 5h above).

To be successful, you should spend at least three hours (many experts recommend six hours) outside class each week on English 33. 

Make a chart that shows required activities in a usual week. 

	
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	6:00-7:30
	
	Get ready. Breakfast.
	Get ready. Breakfast.
	Get ready. Breakfast.
	Get ready. Breakfast.
	Get ready. Breakfast.
	

	8:00-5:00
	
	Work
	Work
	Work
	Work
	Work
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00-6:00
	Sleep
	Sleep
	Sleep
	Sleep
	Sleep
	Sleep
	Sleep


Add other hours and activities. School work must go in open times, or other activities must be cut.
Time for school must come from your schedule. There is no secret guide that will add hours to a day.
7. Ask questions.

If you do not understand any matter, ask about it. Your success requires knowing what to do.
8. Read.

Generally, the more—and more widely—one reads, the better one writes. If you have problems with reading and understanding what you read or if you are unsure about your reading skills, take advantage of reading courses. Do that before you do anything else. 
If you simply do not like to read, discipline yourself to read course materials and develop a positive attitude toward reading by first looking for books or magazines about anything of interest to you and then sampling books and magazines on related subjects. When you find some satisfaction in reading anything, you will more easily find satisfaction in reading other things.

Read regularly. Read often. (Read some things aloud.) Read a variety of material: textbooks, popular books, newspapers, general magazines (Newsweek, Readers Digest), quality magazines (The Atlantic, Harpers). Observe structures, styles, techniques. Absorb them. Ask questions about those matters. 
There is no single thing that you can do that will improve your English more than analytical reading.
9. Follow directions.

Whatever you do in a class or on a job, be certain that you understand what is expected of you and do it exactly and completely. Part of the purpose for all assignments in this class is to cause you to make following directions automatic. That habit will be a lifelong benefit.

10. Discipline yourself to observe, to think, to examine, to make connections, to plan. 
Your efforts will become more and more productive and satisfying.

11. To those individual acts, add one group act: help each other to succeed.
Share thoughts, ideas, actions that produced good results. Compare and share notes. Being able to contact another student outside class can be good for learning about something that may have been missed.
Begin doing those things this semester. 
Apply all those actions and suggestions to improving your vocabulary and to writing and reading skills this semester. You can become a better student and better writer between now and December 14. Apply those actions and suggestions to other classes and to jobs.  
You can make college—and life—a richer and more rewarding experience.

Uncounted numbers of students spend a semester in English 33 and do nothing more than make perfunctory responses in class. They do nothing between classes. They benefit very little or not at all from English 33. If you expect to “get through” or “slide by” English 33, write an essay justifying spending fifty hours in class and not spending the additional time and effort needed to make progress.

Some students have job or family obligations that require much time. Some students enroll in too many classes. Some students have few obligations and take few classes. Whether you are in one or the other of those groups, the time you spend on English 33 must be taken from your schedule, and the effort you make must develop from your motivation. There is no magic source for time or effort.

If you are serious about learning to perform at the college level,

you can make significant progress in this class by doing exactly what is called for in this syllabus.

The Classroom Environment

Achievement and progress occur when a classroom is friendly and conducive to work. For a classroom to be both, each student must show courtesy and respect for himself or herself and for all others. The purpose for rules in high school classrooms was and is to instill in students a sense of courtesy and responsibility. If the rules were so rigidly enforced in your high school that students forgot the purpose, that is unfortunate, for some students seem to assume that being in college frees them from those old rules, that they no longer need to be courteous or thoughtful of others. As a result, they become distractions for students who want to work and to learn. 
Our college classroom can, indeed, be more relaxed than some high school classrooms, and it can be a friendly place for learning. Here are several things that you can do to create a good classroom environment.

Be on time. Those who arrive late cause some distraction—however minor it may be. Students already seated and working have their attention broken by sounds and movements. Late students miss material or instructions; they must either struggle quietly to get started or disturb others to seek help. Anyone who is forced to be late should enter the rear door and take a seat near the door as quietly as possible. (If you have a problem that makes you late more than once, talk to me.)

Stay seated during class. You are adults. You are able to wait until break time to get a drink, go to the restroom, or take care of other matters. Going in and out of the room during instruction is a distraction for others (and says that you do not need the instruction). Emergencies are another matter.
Remain seated and attentive until you are dismissed.
Make it possible for everyone to concentrate at all times. If you are doing individual work, any exchange between students can be distracting. Going to your instructor to ask a question can be done without disturbing. If you are divided into groups to work on some project, low-volume discussions can be held. There is, of course, no reason for conversations on other matters, playing games, or other distractions.
      Make no use of electronic devices while class is in session.

Your Success
English is a marvelously rich language; it offers the skilled speaker and writer a wide range of choices and the means for strong, clear, emotive expression. The more skilled you are in English, the greater advantage you can have in this age of communication. 

One never stops learning the language and gaining new skills. The better you become, the more you will be aware that you can be still better.

Learning the language well calls for seeing, hearing, and feeling the language. You can improve those abilities, and when you do, you will enjoy the language as you never have. Let this class be a first step.

This semester can give you basic skills on which you can build. In class or out, you can go to the next level—and to the next—and the next. If you are ready to start that process, if you are ready to work in the ways indicated in this syllabus, you are in the right place.

My satisfaction comes from seeing you gain the skill and the confidence to succeed in other classes.

If you are serious about learning to perform at the college level,

you can make significant progress in this class by doing exactly what is called for in this syllabus.
Reread this syllabus every week. 

