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Foundational Skills Committee

Minutes

12/8/10
Members Present: Kristine Aslanyan, Lynne Brower, Deborah diCesare, Lisa DiDonato, Julie-Ann Giron, Patrick Hunter, Ron Mossler, Margaret Sarkisyan, Teresa Sutcliffe, Scott Weigand, Phyllis Yasuda, Jaklin Yermian, Al Zucker
Members Absent: Carole Yee
Meeting called to order at 1:05 

1. Minutes from previous meeting reviewed 
2. Reports 
Updates from District Student Success Initiative Meeting 

1. SSI, SSC, LARN: SSI has formed workgroups to look address different areas of the district’s 5 point plan—one area was efolios. SSI did not meet in November but at the next meeting (December/January) workgroups will report out on their findings.  SSC’s ASU member is developing a student success survey (in conjunction with SSC members) to obtain input from students about their perception of student success at Valley. Upon the recommendation of FSC, SSC has workgroups looking at a bridge to college program and strategies for revamping assessment. The old Tutor Committee was reformed and renamed as the Committee for Academic Resources and Tutoring Services. The committee membership was expanded to include other areas on campus that provide academic resources and a new mission and goals were developed. 

2. Deborah Kaye shared a professional development proposal for a series of workshops addressing best practices for teaching.  Rather than provide stipends, the committee suggested articulating a clear outcome—what the faculty will get for participating in the workshops, modeled after SLOs, and asking participants for deliverables. Follow-up in the spring semester through a STARS workshop would provide participants an opportunity to share their work. The workshops should be open to all faculty.

3. Report on PACT: One of the best outcomes of the program was that the students formed study groups and developed a sense community from being in the cohort. Unfortunately, the number of students who stayed in the two classes dropped. For the spring semester, students who were also in Teresa’s other 115 class can join the cohort as long as they also enroll in Dev. Com 36B. In the spring, we need to schedule workshops where the faculty and students from both classes can meet together. The committee asked if Ron and Teresa could provide a short, informal write up reflecting on the semester. Surveys were given to students at the end of the semester and will be included in the year-end evaluation report.  In the future, pairing the classes with a PD class should be considered since this will provide a counseling component. 
3. Old Business:

A. Update on BSI Action Plan: the plan for 2010/2011 was submitted to Sacramento 

by the 12/10/10 deadline.

4. New Business: 
A. Implementation strategies for accelerated Math: The Math Department is considering a 10 unit class that combines Math 115 and Math 125. Committee members wanted the program to include another 2 unit study lab course, so the students would be enrolled in 12 units of math. This would help to create a true immersion model. PD 1 and P.E. were suggested as alternatives for adding two additional units so that the students would be enrolled in 12 units, which would allow them to qualify for financial aid. 

B. Implementation strategies for accelerated English: The English department is discussing collapsing English 33 and English 21. It was suggested to consider collapsing English 21 and 28 since a course outline at City College already exists for this. The department felt that this course maybe too demanding. The committee suggested possibly piloting both versions. 

C. Showcasing FSC projects was tabled until the next meeting.

D. The committee will not meet in January. Next meeting is February 1.
5. Adjourned at 2:30

6. Submitted by: Scott Weigand 

7. Date Submitted: 1/6/10
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