Minutes: Foundational Skills Committee 3/24/09

Attendees: Lynne Brower, Anna Glapa Grossklag, Deborah Kaye, Ron Mossler, Scott Weigand, Phyllis Yasuda

1. Deborah Kaye provided an overview of the recent League for Innovation conference that she attended. The conference highlighted accelerated learning for basic skills students, innovations in assessment, redesigning courses, professional development, and online training modules. Deborah has a detailed handout with more information. 

2. Scott Weigand reported out on the district SSI meeting:

· FACCTS Math Project is in the initial planning stages with five colleges in the district and possible funding through Gates Foundation that would bring in remaining colleges.

· District Data from George Prather was handed out. It needs to be discussed with Michelle Fowles. Ron Mossler requested a copy to discuss in matriculation as the data seemed inaccurate.

· Discussion of need to check MIS coding for accuracy, so ARC data is valid; this also involves Michelle Fowles

· Presented handouts on Phase IV of BSI initiative Success Network, directed by Deborah Harrington at the district office and 2009 summer leadership institute. 

3. EMP Implementation Grid for Basic Skills: See Revised Grid for changes

· Ron Mossler commented that there needs to be a foundational shift in understanding that pushing students through is not the best answer

· PLATO, Rosetta Stone and other reading software is working in the Reading Lab

· Scott Weigand commented that Chaffey College now offers more basic skills courses than transfer courses to serve their population. Valley should look at this as well. 

· Discussion of prerequisites for introductory content level courses. If key departments on campus all agreed, then it would be a possibility. Some students might choose another college like Pierce that doesn’t enforce prerequisites, but the students would eventually realize that prereqs. are for their own good. 

4. Proposal Form

· Previous requests for BSI Funds were done on a more informal basis. For future requests, the committee agreed that a standardized procedure form would systematize and streamline the process. Scott will email a draft form and the committee can provide feedback. Once the form is finalized, it will be posted to the Foundational Skills Website.

5. Foundational Skills Poster

· Adjust the opacity around # 1, so it’s easier to read.

· Adjust the image of the umbrella and dollar sign because it’s difficult to see that it’s a dollar sign. 

· Make the following changes to the text:

1. Take your assessment early for Math and English
2. Use faculty drop-in hours.

Your instructors are waiting to help you

3. Use the library

4. Visit the free Academic Resource Center for tutoring:

The Writing Center, H100; The Math Lab, MS 106; The Learning Center; Earth Science and Anthropology Lab, AHS 232

5. Manage your time effectively

Complete your reading and homework assignments before coming to class

                                    See a Counselor

Create an educational Plan

6. Purchase your textbooks before your classes begin

7. Apply for Financial Aid

     6. Next Meeting: April 28th

