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Foundational Skills Committee

Minutes

10/5/10
Members Present: Kristine Aslanyan, Lynne Brower, Deborah diCesare, Lisa, Didonato, Patrick Hunter, Deborah Kaye, Teresa Sutcliffe, Scott Weigand, Phyllis Yasuda, Carole Yee, Jaklin Yermian, Al Zucker
Members Absent: Ron Mossler, Margaret Sarkisyan, Ellie Rabini, Gayle Fornataro
Guests: Ian Lewis, Denise Grzesiak
Meeting called to order at 1:35 

1. Minutes from previous meeting not reviewed 
2. Reports 
a. District SSI, LARN, SSC Report – Scott Weigand 
· District SSI has changed leadership and has not met. 

LARN held a meeting on 8/11/10. Colleges in the region reported out on student success efforts: Math Path Immersion program at PCC, CalPass Network at COC, Community Volunteers at Glendale, Learning Communities at Mission and Pierce. 

· Valley has been asked to host Regional Professional development workshop for Basic Skills on October 29th in Monarch Hall.

· SSC had not met prior to the Foundational Skills Committee

b. PACT—Pathways Academy for Completion and Transfer

· Math 115 and Dev. Com 36 A is the first academy of the pilot program with 23 students

· Recruiting students was challenging. Next time, students will need to be recruited mid-semester. When students take the assessment test, they can be immediately referred to the program. 
· For the Spring semester, English 28 and Introduction to the Social Sciences will be added to the academy
C.  Review of Foundational Skills Data—Lisa DiDonato

· Review of Placement Data for Math, English, Dev. Com. Data shows that between 70-90% of students place below college level. 

· Review of data on offering of Foundational Skills Sections. Data shows that we appear to offering enough sections; however, there’s a very high percentage of students who drop the courses in the first few weeks. We need to explore why so many students drop courses. 

· More and more students are assessing into Foundational Skills but are not taking the courses. This should be another point of inquiry.

· Review of Progression Data for Math and English. Data shows that students continue to struggle with math and English. Comprehensive reports were provided to department chairs.

· Request for data that shows % of students in Continuing Education who transition to credit

· Request for data that shows when student drops occur
3. New Business: 

Subcommittees were formed to review existing components of Action Plan and provide suggestions for updates at next meeting on October 5th.

Subcommittee for Section A: Administrative/Organizational: Deborah 

 diCesare, Carole Yee

Subcommittee for Section B: Program Components (Student Services): 

 Kristine Aslanyan, Jaklin Yermian, Denise 

 Grzesiak, Ellie Rabini

Subcommittee for Section C: Staff Development: Deborah Kaye, Al Zucker

Subcommittee for Section D: Instructional Components: Phyllis Yasuda, Patrick 

 Hunter, Lynne Brower, Ian Lewis, Teresa Sutcliffe 

4. Adjourned at 2:30

5. Submitted by: Scott Weigand

6. Date Submitted: 9/9/10
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