Foundational Skills: 

Minutes
11/24/09

Members Present:

Lynne Brower, Denise Grzesiak, Mark Hobbs, Deborah Kaye, Margaret Sarkisyan, Ron Mossler, Teresa Sutcliffe, Scott Weigand, Phyllis Yasuda, 

Presentation from Rebecca Stein regarding program assessment

· The SLO committee and Academic Senate have adopted the “pathways” model for program assessment, which shifts the responsibility for assessment from individuals to campus wide committees and focuses on three pathways: Foundational Skills, CTE, General Education.

· The Foundational Skills committee would be charged with collaborative review of course level assessments for basic skills courses as well as proposals for improvement.

· Committee members requested the following revisions to the proposed grid:

· Change Developmental Program title to Foundational Program
· Under evidence/evaluation, include student success in subsequent classes where appropriate

· Under Collaborative Review, include Developmental Communication, and Speech faculty 

· Under Reasoning Skills, revise to read “Students will be able to ask appropriate questions and acquire, evaluate, and interpret information at a foundational level.  Included in this is improved skills in mathematics.” 
· Under Achievement, revise to read  “Achieve goals: Students will be able to achieve their goals relative to foundational skills (e.g., personal enrichment, strengthen skills for employment, progress to college-level courses)
Presentation from Denise Grzesiak and Mark Hobbs regarding Counseling for Foundational Skills:

· Mark and Denise began their assignment (7 hours a week) during the last week of October. Denise is designated to work with Continuing Education students and Mark with credit students.
· Denise provided a handout indicating the number of students counseled thus far (23), number of class presentations (11), and number of students at presentations (345)
· Mark provided a handout, which he uses in the presentations. Suggestions for revision were offered in terms eliminating abbreviations and clarifying the message for the audience.
· Mark is providing a sign-up sheet in The Writing Center for students. Sign-up sheets can also be placed in the other labs if desired.
· Engaging students should be balanced with providing information about earning potential as well as intrinsic motivation.
· Asking students about their major as an initial question can be daunting; asking students about what they’re interested in can be helpful.
· Students have been very responsive to the counselors, indicating a real need for information and counseling amongst this population.
For any instructor teaching credit level “basic skills” courses who are interested in Mark Hobbs doing a classroom presentation, please contact him at hobbsmb@lavc.edu. Inviting Mark to a department meeting is a great way to spread the word to the faculty.
For instructors teaching noncredit basic skills courses who are interested in Denise making a classroom presentation, please contact her at drjgrze@ca.rr.com 
Action Plan Items: Assessment and First Year Experience
· The discussion regarding the First Year Experience proposal will be addressed at the next meeting in January.
·  Initial meetings with Tino and Raquel from the Assessment Center took place last semester and this semester. The discussion revolved around the following suggestions:
· Provide students with more information about the importance of assessment. Develop an “advertising campaign,” so they understand the importance of the test and prepare for it accordingly
· Develop better practice tests, so students can identify their weakness prior to taking the exam
· Revisit having an actual writing component and readers as opposed to the existing grammar based questions
· Revisit the actual printouts from the assessment test to ensure accuracy and readability
· Revisit the rule of retesting every three years. Can we retest sooner? What are the advantages and disadvantages?
·  This action item needs to move forward in the spring semester
· Beginning in January, we will have a dedicated researcher to assist with the evaluating our Foundational Skills efforts. She can provide some assistance with the assessment component.
· Committee wants to invite Tino and Raquel to a Foundational Skills meeting to discuss in more detail
· Deborah Kaye provided a handout from El Paso Community College, which has a comprehensive approach to counseling
Miscellaneous: 

· Committee discussed the Road map to Success, which was initially designed for counselors but is in the schedule of classes. Many feel that it’s too confusing for students and should be pulled from the schedule. Add this as an agenda item for the next meeting

· Deborah Kaye is revising study skills handouts, which she received at the Strengthening Student Success Conference. These can then be used by all instructors to address strategies for success

·  Lynne Brower announced the Continuing Education will have an award ceremony on December 3rd. There will also be a workshop on December 12th in Monarch Hall focusing on citizenship.

Next Meeting Date:

January 26th, 2010 from 1:30-3:00 in the PDC






